
Church of the Brethren Gun Violence Prevention Action Team 

Wear Orange Weekend 
June 5 - 7, 2026 

 

Plan to Wear Orange during the weekend of 
June 5-7, 2026 to honor survivors & build 
community with those working to end gun 
violence. (Wear Orange Day is the 1st Friday in June 
each year) 
 

On January 21, 2013, Hadiya Pendleton, a high 
school student from the south side of Chicago, 
marched in President Obama’s 2nd inaugural 
parade. A week later, she was shot & killed on a 

playground in Chicago. Soon after this tragedy, Hadiya’s childhood 
friends decided to commemorate her life by wearing orange, the color 
hunters wear in the woods to protect themselves & others. Wear Orange 
originated on June 2, 2015—what would have been Hadiya’s 18th 
birthday. 
 

In the years since, participation in Wear Orange has increased tenfold. 
The color orange has a long & proud history in the gun safety movement. 
Whether it’s worn by hunters in the woods of Pennsylvania, activists in 
New York City, or Hadiya’s loved ones in Chicago. 
 

So, we invite you to join us & turn a little Orange this weekend as well. 
Please feel free to take a picture with your Orange on this weekend & 
then post it on your social media outlets tagging it, #WearOrange #OEP 
 

There will be events all over the country to stand with: Find an 
event in your community by texting ORANGE to 644-33! 

 

Gun Violence is a Public Health Issue 
In United States, 2025 marked a milestone, with shooting deaths & 
injuries plummeting to some of their lowest levels on record. Even so, gun 
violence remains endemic with at least 40,000 people being shot in 2025 
— more than 110 people a day across the country. & that doesn’t include 
gun suicides, which have been increasing.  
 

Nationally, the gun suicide deaths were 27,593 persons in 2025, 
Average of 75 deaths by suicide each day in 2025.  
 

In 2025, in the United States we have experienced:  
• 14,700 firearm deaths, excluding suicides  
• 425 ‘mass shootings’ [4 or more people shot]  
• 420 people killed; 1,900 injured in mass shooting  
• 937 unintentional shootings, 213 deaths.  
• 233 school shootings  
• 148 wounded [some fatal] in School shootings  
• 4,458 children & teenagers shot; of those 1,256 died  
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• 2,469 incidents involving intimate partner violence, resulting in 
1,754 deaths  

• 14.7 million guns were bought by Americans  
 

Every day, people in the United States are killed with guns, twice as many 
are shot & wounded, & countless others are impacted by acts of gun 
violence.  
 

In 2020, firearm-related injuries became the leading cause of death 
for children & adolescents, defined as persons 1 to 19 years of age. 
IT HASN’T CHANGED! 
 

Supporters of ending gun violence say “We deserve more than to live in 
a country where firearms are the leading cause of death for children & 
teens” as is true in the United States. But as incidents of gun violence 
have grown, so too has the movement to stop it. By participating in Wear 
Orange online & in your community, we will organize, advocate, & rally for 
safer communities. Together we can build a future free from gun violence.   
 

Things are happening around the country to help end gun 
violence. 

• In 2025, 33 states passed 89 strong bills, bringing the total number 
of significant gun safety laws passed since the massacre at Sandy Hook 
Elementary School in 2012 to over 820.  

• Through a ballot measure, Maine voters approved a full extreme risk 
protection order (ERPO) law, adding a critical tool to disarm individuals 
at risk of harming themselves or others. YOU ARE INVITED TO WEAR 
ORANGE with us.  

• New York (AB 6556) also made targeted improvements to its ERPO 
process, strengthening implementation & access for petitioners, & 
Delaware (SB 82) extended the period of time for which a lethal violence 
protective order can be granted from one to five years.  

• Alabama (SB 119) closed its dating partner loophole, extending firearm 
prohibitions to abusive dating partners convicted of violent offenses or 
subject to protective orders.  

• Colorado (SB 3) & Oregon (SB 243) prohibited rapid-fire devices, such 
as bump stocks & auto sears, which increase the rate of fire of a 
standard handgun or rifle to a rate comparable to that of a machine gun.  

• Indiana (SB 281) updated its system of juvenile records to ensure it can 
be accessible for background checks.  

• California advanced a slate of hardware-focused policies, including a 
prohibition on machine gun convertible pistols (AB 1127), stronger rules 
against 3D-printed firearms (AB 1263), & new regulations governing the 
sale of gun barrels (SB 704).  

• Hawaii (SB 1030) clarified its election fraud intimidation law to 
encompass the carrying of a firearm or other weapon at or near a polling 
place, voter service center, or ballot drop site.  


