
In her book, “Keeping 
Your Cool When Your 
Anger is Hot!”, June Hunt 
writes, “Because of our 
unprecedented access to 
technology, to some 
degree we all have control 
issues – so much so that 
we are unaware of its 
influence on how we think 
and the role it plays in our 
problems with runaway 
anger. 
At the touch of a button or 

the flick of a switch, we exercise a level of command 
over our environment that our ancestors would never 
have imagined possible. We have thermostats to regulate 
room temperature, light bulbs to “extend” the day, 
timers on everything from coffeepots to automatic 
sprinkler systems, and cars and planes that can 
condense months of travel by foot into a few hours’ 
journey. 

Kids & adults alike play home video games & 
watch what happens in the world using a device called a 
“controller.” We order our food, manage our careers, 
master our money, and secure our retirement. The list 
could go on and on. Clearly, we’ve made control a way 
of life.” 

In the midst of this, we are reminded that Paul 
gave up everything – including his control – to the Lord 
Jesus. Why? Because, he found something in Jesus that 

he could find nowhere else: a righteousness beyond his 
control, a peace beyond what the world can give and a 
love beyond all limits. 

A story is told that an acquaintance once asked a 
friend of Paul’s why Paul did what he did & behaved as 
he did. Paul’s friend answered the acquaintance, “Don’t 
you know? Paul is in love.” And, that is where we find 
something worth giving everything for – in being in love 
with Jesus, our Lord, our Savior & our Friend. And, in 
knowing that “Love so amazing, so divine, demands my 
soul, my life, my all.” 

Let us take everything we have – including our 
control – and give it to Jesus. 

Philippians 3:7-11  7 But whatever gain I had, I 
counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, I count 
everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have 
suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, 
in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, 
not having a righteousness of my own that comes from 
the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness from God that depends on faith— 10 that I 
may know him and the power of his resurrection, and 
may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 
11 that by any means possible I may attain the 
resurrection from the dead.  

 
 Cindy Peel                                                                              

 District Conference Moderator 
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Friday Schedule  

11:00 a.m.              Exhibit & Peace Auction Set-up Begins  

12:00 p.m.              Registration Begins  

1:00 – 4:00 p.m.  Pre-Conference Workshop, “Five Core Principals 
   for Missional Movement”  

5:00 p.m.                Dinner (in Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 p.m.  Opening Worship (in Sanctuary), Guest Speaker:  

    Ryan Braught 

7:15- 8:15 pm Insight Sessions 

8:15 p.m.  Ice Cream Social  (in Fellowship Hall) 

  

 

Saturday Schedule    

8:30 a.m.  Worship Service (in Fellowship Hall) 

9:00 – 11:45 a.m. Business Session (in Fellowship Hall)  

12:00 p.m.              Lunch (in Fellowship Hall)  

1:15 – 2:15 p.m. Insight Sessions 

2:30 – 3:45 p.m. Business Session (in Fellowship Hall)  

4:30 -5:30 pm Closing Worship (in Sanctuary), Moderator: Cindy 

   Peel 

   Installation of Moderator 

5:30 p.m.  Dinner (in Fellowship Hall) 

5:30 p.m.  Reorganization of the Board  

   (Elected board members are to  

   attend) 

Northern Ohio District Conference 2026 
Schedule of Events 

 
 

Pre-Conference Workshop 
Friday, August 14 from 1:00 pm- 4:00 pm 

“Five Core Principals for Missional Movement” 
Presenter:  Ryan Braught 

CEUs for Clergy (0.3 CEUs) 

 

 

Everywhere you turn, there’s a new church model, framework, or strategy promising growth, but 

without a missional mindset, even the best structures struggle to form disciples who live as sent 

people. In this session, we’ll explore five core principles as the foundational building blocks of 

missional movement, helping you cultivate leaders, shape culture, and steward mission in ways that fit 

your unique context. 
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Conference Speakers 

Saturday Evening, August 15th 

Cindy Peel 
Annual Conference Moderator 

 I am a retired pastor 

& respiratory 

therapist. I have 

served as pastor at the 

Marion 1st COB, the 

Woodworth COB, 

Akron Eastwood & 

Akron Springfield 

COBs. I grew up in 

the Kent COB and 

graduated from The 

Ohio State University 

and Bethany Seminary. I have served in many 

capacities at the district level including district 

board, nominating committee, strategic planning 

committee, camp counselor & chaplain. I live alone 

with my dog, Millie and my three cats, Taco, Mattie 

& Bindi. I enjoy gardening, jigsaw puzzles & 

mysteries. 

 

Friday Evening, August 14th  

Ryan Braught 
District Conference Guest Speaker 

Ryan 
Braught is 
the Church 
Planter/
Pastor of 
the Veritas  
Community 
in 
Lancaster, 
PA as well 
as the 
Program  
Manager of 

the Part Time Pastor: Full Time Church  program of 
the Church of the Brethren. Ryan also works  as a 
Circuit Rider within the Part Time Pastor: Full Time  
Church program as awll as being a barista in Lititz, 
PA and a Snowboard Instructor at Roundtop  
Mountain Resort in Lewisberry, PA.   
 
Ryan is the husband of Kimberly and they have been 
married for almost 30   years, father to Kaiden who is 
22 and a Senior at Messiah University, and father to 
Trinity who is 19 and a   Sophomore at Indiana 
University of PA.  In his free time   Ryan likes to 
read, watch movies, listen to music and  podcasts, 
snowboard, and hang out with his family.    

 
 
Ice Cream Social following 
Friday Evening Worship 
Come and enjoy ice cream and fellowship from Eder 

Financial.  The event is free to all and will follow our 

evening worship on Friday.  We hope to see you 

there! 
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District  
Conference  

Officers & Central Committee  
Members 

 

Moderator, Cindy Peel, Akron Springfield CoB 

Moderator-Elect, Paul Bozman, Reading CoB 

Past Moderator, Mike Conner, Painesville CoB 

Clerk, Ashley Harris, Freeburg CoB 

Michelle Brumbaugh, Eden CoB 

Deb Rising, Ashland First CoB 

Moses Siakula, Harville CoB 



Insight Sessions  
Friday Evening/August 14 from 7:15 pm—8:15 pm 

 

Congregations Sharing What is Going Well? - Presented by Connections and Congregation Commission 

What is working in your church?  Sometimes it is hard to think about different ways to connect. 

Living a Questionable Life – Presented by Ryan Braught 

Often when we hear the phrase “questionable life” we tend to think in negative terms.  But what if we as   followers of Jesus 
lived a questionable life?  A way of living in the world, in our neighborhoods, and in our families that would provoke 
questions and open up opportunities to share the good news of the gospel of the Kingdom of God.  In this insight session we 
will explore what it means to live a questionable life, as well as how we can, as 1 Peter 3:15 says, “Always be prepared to 
give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with   gentleness and 
respect.”  

Planned Giving - Presented by Eder Financial-Dan Radcliff 

Provide information about qualified charitable donations from your IRA to make charitable contributions tax deductible 

even if you do not itemize.  Also, it will include end of life giving through wills, trusts, etc. 

 

Saturday Afternoon/ August 15 from 1:15 pm—2:15 pm 

Exegeting our Neighborhoods – Presented by Ryan Braught 

The word exegete means to interpret, and many times is only used in relation to the scriptures. But we, as   followers of 
Jesus, in the place where we live, need to interpret or understand our missional context. We need to exegete the 
neighborhood so that we could know what good news looks and sounds and feels like so that we could be Jesus in our 
neighborhoods.  In this insight session we’ll explore the 4 spiritual practices that will help us exegete or understand our 
missional contexts.  

Immigration/Deportation - Presented by Connections Commission 

Talk about what is happening with the Immigration and Deportation in our nation. 

Inspiration Hills - 60 Years of Ministry - Presented by Andrew Kauffman, Camp Executive Director 

In 1966, the story of Inspiration Hills began with a vision for a dedicated space in Northern Ohio. Six decades later, that 
story continues to unfold through the changing landscape and the evolution of the camp itself. Join us for an Insight Session 
as we reflect on our 60-year history, tracing the milestones of how the camp has grown and changed from its earliest days to 
the present. We will look back at the development of our grounds and discuss the specific updates and transitions that have 
taken place over the last year. Come celebrate this significant anniversary as we honor the enduring legacy of the camp.  
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Childcare (toddlers and preschoolers) is available during the Pre-

Conference, Worship Services, Business Sessions and Insight 

Sessions.  

Children's Activities (K-5th grade) are provided by Akron 

Springfield CoB staff during Insight and Business Sessions.  

 

Jr. & Sr. High Activities are provided.   More information to 

follow!  

Online registration is now available at https://nohcob.org/district-

conference 

 

Youth and Children Activities 

https://nohcob.org/district-conference
https://nohcob.org/district-conference
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Service Projects and Special Offerings 

Please consider bringing the items listed below to District Conference to 

help support Akron Springfield’s Church of the Brethren Kid’s Clos-

et!!!  

• New or gently used clothing for babies, toddlers, and elementary ages 

children.   

• New Socks and Underwear. 

        Sizes needed are newborn through size 14 for boys and girls 

 

Friday, August 14, 2026 - District Conference Expenses 

 

The District Conference Central Committee works to be frugal while providing a meaningful 

time of worship, business, and fellowship.  The registration cost is low so there will be no finan-

cial barrier to those that want to attend – but that means this offering is needed to supplement reg-

istration to help cover the costs of printing, speaker travel/honorariums, and more. 

 

Saturday, August 15, 2026 - Camp Inspiration Hills 

 

A special offering will be taken for Inspiration Hills Camp during Saturday evening’s worship. 

Our district camp needs the generous support of our churches and members to continue this vital 

ministry in our district  

This year, in addition to 

the offerings taken dur-

ing the worship service, 

there will also be offering 

boxes available for each 

of the above purposes 

outside the sanctuary.  

There will also be an of-

fering box for the Peace 

Endowment Fund in the 

same location.  That way, 

even if you cannot attend 

the worship service 

where the offering goes 

for a specific purpose, 

you will still have the op-

portunity to give. Thank 

you for your generosity. 
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Annual Fall Festival and Chicken BBQ September 26 

2026 Summer Camp Schedule 
Bike Weekend   June 5-7  Grades 6-12 

Senior  High Camp June 7-12  Grades 9-12 

Wilderness Weekend June 12-14  Grades 9-12 

Junior Camp  June 14-19  Grades 3-5 

Junior High Camp  June 14-19  Grades 6-9 

Beginners Parents Camp June 28-July 1 Grades 1-3 

Song and Story Fest July 5-11  Families 

Bring Your Big Camp July 12-15  Ages 3-8 

Mountain Adventure July 26-31  Grades 6-12 

Labor Day Family Camp September 4-7 Families 

 

Visit www.inspirationhillscamp.org for more information and registration forms. 

There is no better place to see the changing leaves than at Inspiration Hills. Join us for our annual Fall 

Festival, a day designed to bring our neighbors and supporters together. As a premier Northern Ohio family 

event, we open our grounds to the public for a day of laughter, fellowship, and crisp autumn air. Please make 

sure you join us for a day of family fun, great food, and Christian fellowship!  
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District Conference Business 
Items / Delegate Scholarships  

 
Each congregation in Northern Ohio is encouraged to 
send two delegates to our District Conference on August 
14-15 at Akron Springfield Church of the Brethren in 
Akron, Ohio. (Churches with more than 200+ members 
can send an additional delegate). The are confidential 
scholarships available to cover the cost of sending dele-
gates to Conference, including registration, meals, and 
lodging. Please contact Kris Hawk at 330-612-2086 for 
more info.  

 

While the business agenda is not yet finalized, here are 
some of the items that will come to the delegates this 
year:  

1. Ballot for District leadership positions  

2. 2027 Budget for the District  

3. 2026 Budget for Inspiration Hills Camp 

4. Finalizing the withdrawal of Sugarcreek East Church 
of the Brethren from the denomination. 

6. Opportunities to learn about & celebrate the good 
ministries happening in our district and denomination. 

The Central and Eastern Area  
Lenten Services 

The Central and Eastern Area Annual Lenten Services for 

2026 were uplifting, relaxing and a time for spiritual re-

newal for all who attended.  We were able to see friends 

from other churches that we are not always able to see.  

Afterwards fellowship and finger foods were provided by 

all the churches.  The offering for the churches that was 

collected went toward the Student Ministry Fund (BBI).   

The total collected  for the Central Area was $1,759.  The 

total for the Eastern Area was $1423.55.  This is truly a 

blessing for the Student Ministers Fund.   

The Student Ministers Fund was established pre-1969 ini-

tially for the purpose of providing scholarships to district 

members who are training for Christian ministry.  With 

the development of the Buckeye Brethren Institute (BBI) 

the purpose was expanded in 2017 to also include expens-

es of running the BBI ministerial training program in the 

Northern Ohio District (stipends to Ministry Education Di-

rector/instructors/other program costs).  Guidelines and ap-

plications for scholarships are available from the District Of-

fice.  

http://www.inspirationhillscamp.org


Pastoral Placement 
Congregations actively in the search process: 

Brook Park – Search Committee meeting this 

month.  Ryan Lopez serving as interim pastor. 

Center – Profile completed.  Joe Routh serving 

as interim pastor. 

Swan Creek - Beginning to talk about the 

process.  Members of congregation providing 

leadership 

Congregations that have not yet begun the Search 

Process or have chosen not to seek at this time: 

Akron First- Wayne Kissel serving as interim 

pastor. Complete service May 2026. 

Freeburg – Ed Wartluft serving as preacher.  

Silver Creek— Jason Martin serving as interim 

pastor. 

                                   Updated 3-14-2026 

District Prayer Calendar 

June 

Churches/Pastors 

Elm Street, James Washington 

Faith in Action, Jim Gorrell 

Freeburg, Ed Wartluft 

District Leadership 

Connections Commission, Jocelyn Siakula, 

Chair 

Other Districts 

Idaho, Northern Plains 

National Leadership 

Nevin Dulabaum, Eder Financial 

Church of the Brethren in Uganda 

July 

Churches/Pastors 

Hartville, Anthony DiMarco 

Jonah’s People, Mark Self 

Lakewood, Gene Wyse 

District Leadership 

Congregational Commission, Beverly Wengerd, 

Chair 

Other Districts 

Southern Plains, Western Plains 

National Leadership 

Annual Conference June 28-July 2, 2026 

Church of the Brethren in Venezuela 

Visit www.nohcob.org/prayer  for a complete 
copy of our District Prayer Calendar. 
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Mark Your Calendar 
3.4        

5.6      Western Pastors Gathering at 12:30 pm 

5.10-5.16 BDM Workcamp   

5.14 Central Area Clergy Breakfast at 9:00 am at          
 District Office 

5.14     Eastern Area Pastors Gathering at 12:00 pm  

5.16     District Board Meeting at 10:00 am at Richland 
 COB                      

5.19     Northern Ohio Pastors Gathering at 10:00 am 

5.21     CAC Meeting at 6:00 pm 

5.31  Annual Conference Delegate Briefing at 3:00 at 
 Mansfield CoB 

6.28-7.1  Annual Conference at Fort Wayne, IN 

Future Pastor’s Memo and the Herald 

In the next few months we are looking at different 

options on how we distribute the Pastor’s Memo and 

the Herald as Publisher is discontinuing in October 

2026.  Look for changes coming soon!!!   

 

Registration for District 

Conference is now open.  

Register on-line at 

https://www.nohcob.org/district-

conference or use the forms on pages 

8-10 in this issue of the Herald. 

https://www.nohcob.org/upload/updated_prayer_calendar_2026.pdf
https://www.nohcob.org/district-conference
https://www.nohcob.org/district-conference


Registration for District Conference is now open.  Register on-line at https://www.nohcob.org/

district-conference or use the forms on pages 8-10 in this issue of the Herald. 

The 2nd annual Day of En-

couragement was held Satur-

day, April 18th at Maple 

Grove Church of the Breth-

ren.  This event was put on 

by the Ministerial Commis-

sion, Mike Huffaker (East 

Chippewa) , Bill Holsopple 

(Lick Creek) , Steve Keib (Maple Grove) and Candie Orr 

(Woodworth).     

Galen Hackman, who has served the 

Church of the Brethren and other church-

es/ministries, as a pastor, missionary, 

teacher, writer and mentor led the work-

shop for pastors and spouses, other church 

staff and lay leaders.  The first session was 

“The Unstressed Pastor” and session two 

was “Walking in our Calling.”   Session 

three was Worship and Mike and Bill helping lead singing 

and Jamie Spencer (Eden) was able to bring his guitar.   

Thanks to Jamie Spencer for helping with the music.  We 

then ended the day  with our fourth session was “Joining 

God in His Divine Dance”.  Thank you to Maple Grove and 

Steve Keib for hosting and providing great snacks and 

lunch for everyone.   

It was a great opportunity to connect with other pastors and 

have Galen help and lead this uplifting workshop. 

 

Day of Encouragement 2026 Wrap-Up 
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Names of those in photograph; top row l-r Wayne Hochstetler, Pas-

tor Mike Huffaker, middle row l-r, Marie Anderson, Joann Sinesky, 

Janet Burkholder, Pearl Cormany, Carroll Roth, bottom row l-r, 

Ferne Smucker, Bill Burkholder, Martha Kauffman, Lela Horst, 

Delbert Kettering, Marlene Widmer (not pictured Cleo Everson, 

Ellen Moore, Liz Leatherman and Bill Ramsdell) 

 

90+ Celebration at East Chippewa 

Article provided by, Annette Kelbly, East Chippewa CoB 

 East Chippewa Church of the Brethren took a queue from the Olivet Church to celebrate the lives of those members 

90 years old and older.  Thank you Olivet Church for such a meaningful idea!  Pastor Mike Huffaker and I visited 

those locally and called those who have moved away to be with family, but still maintain their membership at East 

Chippewa. On Sunday, April 19th, we honored 16 members and invited their family as well, with a special service that 

recognized their life, involvement and dedication to the church.  We started with the youngest at 90 and worked our 

way up to the oldest at 106.  The average age of this group is 94 years, 4 months.  Each 90 year old that attended was 

given a corsage.  We had 164 people in attendance which was really inspiring.  Afterwards we continued the celebra-

tion with a carry-in meal and a cake.  Unfortunately, a week before, one of the honorees, Bill Ramsdell, passed away 

but was still recognized and celebrated.  The church was full of family and friends, and it truly was a celebration of 

love.   

https://www.nohcob.org/district-conference
https://www.nohcob.org/district-conference
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Annual Conference 2026 
Sunday, June 28 – Thursday, July 2 

Fort Wayne, Indiana 
  Grand Wayne Convention Center 

120 W Jefferson Blvd 
Fort Wayne, IN   

 

Mark your calendars for Sunday, May 

31 from 3:00 – 5:00 pm. Don Fitzkee, 

Annual Conference Moderator, will 

hold our Annual Conference Delegate Briefing at Mansfield 

First Church of the Brethren.  This session is for Annual Confer-

ence delegates, pastors, and all who would like to know more of 

what will be happening at Annual Conference this year in Fort 

Wayne, Indiana on June 28th -July 2nd at the Grand Wayne 

Convention Center. Come hear about “Imagine” based on Act 

2:17-18 (theme for Annual Conference), the fellowship and 

learning opportunities at Conference this year.  Light refresh-

ments will be provided.  All are welcome to attend!! 

Don Fitzkee is Pastor of Worship at the Lancaster (Pa.) Church 

of the Brethren and 2026 Annual Conference Moderator. Previ-

ously he served for 20 years as a non-salaried “free minister” in 

the Chiques congregation, near Manheim, and was Director of 

Development at COBYS Family Services, an agency affiliated 

with the Atlantic Northeast District.  Don has served in various 

denominational leadership roles including chair of the Mission 

and Ministry Board. He earned a Bachelor’s in Sociology from 

Elizabethtown College, spending his junior year abroad in Mar-

burg, Germany, through Brethren Colleges Abroad. Following 

coursework at Bethany Seminary and Evangelical School of 

Theology, he earned a Master of Arts in Theological Studies 

from Eastern Baptist (now Palmer) Theological Seminary. Fol-

lowing college Don served through Brethren Volunteer Service 

as Editorial Assistant for Messenger magazine, which opened 

doors to other writing opportunities and denominational roles.  

Don enjoys disc golfing and riding bike, dabbles in gardening 

and apple trees, and tries to walk a few miles several times a 

week. He and his wife, Carolyn, live near Manheim and are par-

ents of Galen and Marianne. In recent years Don & Carolyn 

have found joy in making new friends through their congrega-

tion’s refugee resettlement ministry. 

 

Pre -Conference Event 

Annual Conference Volunteer Opportunities 
 

Now that registration is open for the Fort Wayne Annual Conference, it’s 
time to get serious about volunteering; many thanks to those of you who have 
already raised your hands! 
  
There is a particular attention for ushers for the Sunday night worship service 
– our goal is to have ALL of the ushers be from Indiana and Northern Ohio. 
In addition, the Tuesday evening service will be ushered by Manchester Uni-
versity graduates from any and all years – many of you will likely fall into 
both categories, and are welcome and encouraged to participate both days, or 
any day at all, of course. 
  
Each of the other positions will be scheduled in shifts of one or more hours, 
making it easy for you to contribute just the amount of time you have availa-
ble. If you are interested in helping with any of this important work, please 
complete the form found at https://forms.gle/XyahevfqfqwmyrA47. For more 
information, feel free to contact Joel and Donna Kline at 630-337-
1926, soph_mini@yahoo.com. Thank you! 

A bulletin insert to share information about volunteering at AC is availa-

ble at: https://drive.google.com/file/

d/1xRmDU6GHc2Qp3PzWcTR10zoHmTTYLSrO/view?usp=sharing 

Meet the Annual Conference Moderator/Delegate Briefing  

Sunday, May 31 from 3pm – 5 pm  

at Mansfield First CoB, Mansfield, OH  

https://forms.gle/XyahevfqfqwmyrA47
mailto:soph_mini@yahoo.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xRmDU6GHc2Qp3PzWcTR10zoHmTTYLSrO/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xRmDU6GHc2Qp3PzWcTR10zoHmTTYLSrO/view?usp=sharing


Part Time Pastor; Full Time Church offers Listening Sessions 
 

Are you a multi-vocational pastor (MVP) within the Church of the Brethren? 
Do you work a job, or multiple jobs, as well as leading a congregation? Are 
you more than part time but not paid on scale? Would you like to share with 
someone about your journey as an MVP? Will you not be able to attend An-
nual Conference this year in Fort Wayne, Indiana? 

This is your chance to meet with Ryan Braught, program manager of the Part 
Time Pastor; Full Time Church program, various “circuit riders” from the 
program, as well as other MVPs within the Church of the Brethren. This is 
an opportunity to share your thoughts, ideas, hopes, dreams, and how the 
Part Time Pastor; Full Time Church program of the Church of the Brethren 
might walk alongside you, support you, and encourage you. 

There will be three online Listening Sessions in addition to an in-person Listening Session held at Annual Con-
ference this summer: 

Session I: Tuesday, May 26, from 7-8:30 p.m. (Eastern time). Register at https://forms.gle/iQcLx5bLMyjPhPvm8 

Session II: Wednesday, July 29, from 7-8:30 p.m. (Eastern time). Register at https://forms.gle/
LANW8VRXVc938S1FA 

Session III: Monday, Aug. 24, from 7-8:30 p.m. (Eastern time). Register at https://forms.gle/fuzTdcg5rc9KrpVj8 

We’d love to meet you and spend time listening to you. 

 
 
Multivocational Ministry - Online 
August 19-October 13, 2026 
Instructor: John Fillmore 
Credit:  MS 
Registration Deadline: July 22, 2026 
Course Brochure 

——————————————— 
 

Cultivating an Everyday Faith - Online 
September 23-November 17,  2026 
Instructor: Joan Daggett 
Credit:  MS, FCR 
Registration Deadline: August 19, 2026 
——————————————— 
 
Introduction to New Testament - Online 
October 21-December 15, 2026 
Instructor:  Matt Boersma 
Credit:  BHTS, FCR, BTS 
Registration Deadline: September 16, 2026 
 
To sign up or for more information, go to: https://
bethanyseminary.edu/brethren-academy/brethren-
academy-course-listings/ 

 

Education Opportunities   

New for fall 2026 
Salt & Light: A Guide for Biblical Studies blends the 
quarterlies from Brethren Press and MennoMedia. This 
Bible study uses the same Bible outlines as before, and 
includes suggestions for group study. The new size takes 
the place of both regular and large print. 

The first quarter of this product, Fall 2026, will be availa-

ble in July 2026. If you have a standing order for A Guide 

for Biblical Studies, your standing order will automatical-

ly become Salt & Light in the fall. 

Review a sample lesson and learn more here!  PAGE 15 | VOLUME 70 | ISSUE 2 

https://forms.gle/iQcLx5bLMyjPhPvm8
https://forms.gle/LANW8VRXVc938S1FA
https://forms.gle/LANW8VRXVc938S1FA
https://forms.gle/fuzTdcg5rc9KrpVj8
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Q_LbBkzXPfCcgZxEVzLxDaKNQ89twCm1/view?usp=sharing
https://bethanyseminary.edu/brethren-academy/brethren-academy-course-listings/
https://bethanyseminary.edu/brethren-academy/brethren-academy-course-listings/
https://bethanyseminary.edu/brethren-academy/brethren-academy-course-listings/
https://www.brethren.org/bp/salt-light/
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District Office Hours 

The District Office regular hours are Monday—Friday from 9 am to 2 

pm.   

District Executive Minister, Kris Hawk takes Monday as her day off. She 

can be reached at 330-612-2086 or krishawk@nohcob.org.  Kris will be hav-

ing surgery on Thursday, May 7th.  After surgery she will be working from 

home until May 26th before returning to the office. 

Administrative Secretary, Laura Huffaker is in the office Monday through 

Friday, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  She can be reached at 419-281-3058 or 

laura@nohcob.org.  

• Check us out on Facebook or the district website nohcob.org for more infor-

mation about Northern Ohio District Ministries.  Click on the icons below or 

use your tablet/smart phone to connect to our website via the QR Code.   

 

 

 

 

Registration for District 

Conference is now open.  

Register on-line at https://

www.nohcob.org/district-

conference or use the forms 

on pages 8-10 in this issue 

of the Herald. 

The Northern Ohio Church of the Brethren Connections 

and Congregational Commissions invite all the churches to 

participate in a District Wide Canned Food and Peanut 

Butter food drive. According to statistics approximately 

1.8 million people in Ohio face hunger. That is approxi-

mately 1 in 7 residents, including over 517,000 children. 

Food banks in Ohio report record numbers due to higher 

living costs, ending benefits and supply chain issues. 

While we as a district in the greater denomination, might 

not be able to fix this growing problem, we might have the 

ability to feed some. Matthew 25:35 ESV states, “For I 

was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you 

gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me.” 

 So, what can you do to help? For the month of May, we 

will be having a friendly food drive among the Northern 

Ohio COB churches. Each congregation will collect 

canned food or peanut butter (that is not expired). We ask 

that you tally up the total oz of food, weekly if possible, 

and email it  to laura@nohcob.org or call the District Of-

fice at 419-281-3058. There will be Two Winning congre-

gations. The First winner for the highest total oz collected 

and the Second winner for the total number of oz divided 

by the typical Sunday morning attenders for a total oz per 

attender. At the end of May, the winning churches will be 

awarded each a “one of a kind” trophy for bragging rights 

only! At the end of May after the calculations are comput-

ed we ask that you donate the canned food and peanut but-

ter to a local food pantry, shelter, soup kitchen of your 

choosing. We want to collect food and help those we live 

among. We might not know when people are going hun-

gry, but we can be willing to do something about it.  

If you have any question or need more information, feel 

free to reach out to laura@nohcob.org or call the District 

Office at 419-281-3058. 

Peanut Butter and Canned Goods Challenge 

mailto:krishawk@nohcob.org
mailto:julie@nohcob.org
http://www.nohcob.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Northern-Ohio-District-Church-of-the-Brethren-113313068703233/
img src=%22http:/qrcode.kaywa.com/img.php?s=8&d=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nohcob.org%22%20alt=%22qrcode%22%20%20/
https://www.nohcob.org/district-conference
https://www.nohcob.org/district-conference
https://www.nohcob.org/district-conference
mailto:laura@nohcob.org
mailto:laura@nohcob.org

