
Mark Your Calendar 

• June 26-July 1—Youth 
Summer Mission, Chicago, 
IL 

• June 28-July 3—Annual 
Conference, Greensboro, 
NC 

• July 29-30—District 
Conference, Maple Grove 
CoB, Ashland, OH 

• July 30—District Board 
Reorganization Meeting, 
Maple Grove CoB, Ashland, 
OH 

• August 27—Deacon 
Training, Mansfield First 
CoB, Mansfield, OH 

• September 17—Inspiration 
Hills Fall Festival & 50th 
Anniversary Celebration, 
Inspiration Hills, Burbank, 
OH 
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“I love to tell the story for those who know it best seem 
hungering and thirsting to hear it like the rest (I Love to 
Tell the Story, Kate Hankey and William Fischer).  

What is the truth and how do you know it? What’s the 
story? What is your story?  

These are the questions that bubbled up as I started think-
ing about the theme for this conference. As we have 
moved closer and closer to the time for conference I have 
seen more clearly how relevant the questions are.  

First, let’s consider “knowing the truth.” 

In Jesus’ trial before Pilate, the two men discuss truth. 
Finally, Jesus says, “I came into the world to testify to the 
truth. All who love the truth recognize that what I say is 
true.” That’s when Pilate asks the age old and time-
ly question for our generation, “What is truth?” 

News reports, social media and general conversation in 
our day seems to focus on this question. People in-
side and outside the church are digging in their heels, 
holding tight to their personal and preferred interpreta-
tion. 

Before this conversation, Jesus had told the crowd who 
followed him, “I am the way, the truth, and life.” So 
while we want to make truth a “what”, I wonder if re-
thinking our definition would help us answer a 
lot of questions. How radical is this concept? Truth is 
a “who”. Truth is Jesus.  

What kind of difference would this shift make in our 
thinking and doing as churches and individuals who fol-
low Jesus peacefully, simply, and together? 

Recently, an image came to mind as I was driving to a 

The color was vivid 
and rich. The sun, rain, 
and snow hadn’t 
worked to weaken the 
depth of the fresh 
paint. The color was 
still saturated.  
Saturated.  
 

Tucked in Psalm 78:8 
is one of my favorite 
phrases. It’s not 
enough to merely 
know the truth and 
keep it to myself. 
Knowledge is motiva-
tion to tell the story. 
 

We are to know the truth, know it and desire to share it. 
 

We all have a story to tell. I can’t tell yours and you 
can’t tell mine. Telling the story became an important 
part of Jesus’ teaching. When the crowd was lauding 
Jesus on his way into Jerusalem, the Pharisees were try-
ing to quiet the joyful and loud crowd.  

They were so put off by the scene, they told Jesus to si-
lence the crowd. Jesus let them know if the people failed 
to praise, to tell the story, the stones would cry out. Put-
ting the Old Testament reference and Jesus teaching to-
gether, we can begin to see somewhat of a 
“mathematical” equation: 

knowing the truth + telling the story  
= others coming to know God                  

Message from the Moderator  

Tina Hunt, Northern Ohio District Moderator and Pastor at Mansfield CoB 
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Northern Ohio District Conference  

2024 Schedule 
Friday, August 9 Schedule  

11:00 a.m.               Exhibit & Peace Auction Set-up Begins  

12:00 p.m.               Registration Begins  

1:00 - 4:30 p.m.  Pre-Conference Workshop 

5:00 p.m.                 Dinner (in Fellowship Hall) 

6:30 p.m.  Opening Worship, Tina Hunt preaching 

8:00 - 9:00 p.m. Insight Sessions and Ice Cream 

Saturday, August 10 Schedule    

8:30 a.m.  Worship Service (in Fellowship Hall) 

9:00 – 11:45 a.m. Business Session (in Fellowship Hall)  

12:00 p.m.               Lunch (in Fellowship Hall)  

1:15 – 2:15 p.m. Insight Sessions 

2:30 – 3:45 p.m. Business Session (in Fellowship Hall)  

4:00 p.m.  Worship Service, Guest Speaker Nate Polzin  

   Installation of Moderator 

5:30 p.m.  Dinner (in Fellowship Hall) 

5:15 p.m.  Reorganization of the Board  

Moderator’s Message Continued from Page 1 
 
Perhaps you’re math avoidant like I am. Here’s another tool I use. I 
will take a verse like ours and in meditating/thinking deeply on it, I 
will emphasize each word and ponder the meaning and importance. 
For our verse, that would (be) something like this: 
 
KNOW the truth and tell the story. 
Know THE truth and tell the story. 
Know the TRUTH and tell the story. 
Know the truth AND tell the story. 
Know the truth and TELL the story. 
Know the truth and tell THE story. 
Know the truth and tell the STORY. 

Which word is God speaking to you through? 

As we approach our August District Conference, I will be sharing 
brief devotional thoughts via the district Facebook page, and our dis-
trict website.  

Let’s journey together toward knowing Jesus better, and be ready 
and able speak to others of God’s great love. There are many around 
us “hungering and thirsting to hear it like the rest.” 

 
Tina M. Hunt 
District Conference Moderator 

 

Children and Youth activities 

Childcare (toddlers and preschoolers) is avail-

able during the Pre-Conference Workshop, 

Worship Services, Business Sessions and In-

sight Sessions, located in the Childcare area. 

Children’s Activities (K-5th grade) are pro-

vided during Insight and Business Sessions. 

Jr. & Sr. High Activities are coordinated by 

Jessi Adams, Director of One Generation Min-

istries at Ashland Dickey CoB. Youth registra-

tion begins at 4:00 p.m. Friday and activities 

continue overnight through Saturday worship.  

There are no registration or meal costs for 

children or youth (jr. and sr. high).  Advi-

sors serving with the youth through the con-

ference also attend without cost.   



 

 

Tina Hunt 

Friday Evening Worship 

Nate Polzin 

Saturday Evening Worship 

I’ve been a member of the COB 
since 2011. I was familiar with 
Anabaptist theology, having come 
through Ashland Seminary twice 
and serving as an interim in the 
Mennonite church. From my first 
visit to Ashland Dickey COB, I 
felt like I had finally found my 
spiritual home. I began my pasto-
ral journey in the COB in 2015 
with Ashland First COB. Current-
ly I am at my second pastoral as-
signment in Mansfield, Ohio.  

I have three ministry related degrees: a MA in NT; a 
MDiv, and an MAPC. I completed t0 units of Clinical 
Pastoral Education. My passion for teaching and learning 
has fueled my involvement in the district BBI program 
which I will continue working with when I am done 
serving as moderator. 
 

Nelson and I met in college. He thought he knew what he 
was getting into marrying a woman preacher. He’s al-
ways been my greatest encourager. God made him flexi-
ble, strong, and forgiving. His greatest spiritual gift is 
generosity. We have two grown daughters. They have 
blessed us with three grandchildren. 
 

I have truly enjoyed working with and serving as Moder-
ator for the Northern Ohio District. I also consider it an 
honor to serve on the Mission and Ministry Board repre-
senting our region. 
 

I am a published author of two devotionals, one for Ad-
vent and one for Lent through Easter. I read a lot, mostly 
nonfiction and work related. I love singing. My favorite 
form of relaxation is riding my bike…and I don’t do it 
nearly enough. 
 

Tina M. Hunt, Moderator / Pastor 
Mansfield First Church of the Brethren 

Nate Polzin is the Ex-
ecutive Director of Dis-
cipleship and Leader-
ship Formation for the 
Church of the Brethren.  
He has been in ministry 
since 1996, and is the 
founding pastor of The 
Church in Drive 
(Saginaw, Michigan).   

  

Nate also started a leadership coaching and train-
ing practice for ministry and business leaders, 
Polzin Coaching & Consulting, Inc. 

Nate graduated from Central Michigan University 
with a degree in Political Science and earned an 
M. Div. at Bethany Theological Seminary.  

He has served in various roles in the Church of 
the Brethren at the local, district and national lev-
el. In addition to planting a church, he served as a 
District Executive, started three college ministries, 
and led successful revitalization efforts in three 
congregations.  

Nate is married to Mandy, who is a counselor and 
hospice chaplain. They have two great boys – Lu-
cas and Michael.  Nate enjoys traveling, reading, 
history, and especially coaching Little League 
Baseball and soccer for his sons’ teams.  One day 
Nate hopes to see his beloved Detroit Lions win a 
Super Bowl – we got so close this last year! 

 

Registration for District Conference is now open.  

Register on-line at www.nohcob.org/register 

or use the forms on pages 6-8 in this  

issue of the Herald. 

Conference Speakers 

http://www.nohcob.org/register


 

Pre-Conference Workshop  

Friday/August 9 from 1 pm– 4:30 pm 

Nate Polzin, Executive Director of Discipleship and Leadership Formation will lead 

this training that will focus on helping participants connect the story of how they 

have encountered Jesus in their lives with the needs of others in their neighborhoods 

who have not yet met Jesus. Rather than trying to memorize a script or a set of an-

swers to pre-formulated questions, we will work to help Christians unlock their per-

sonal testimonies. 

Another aspect of this course will be to develop a team approach to evangelism. We 

will talk about how the whole church can be involved in helping individual members 

share Jesus with their neighbors, and how all Christians need to think about their reputation in their community. 

Participants will be asked to think about how things in their congregation may feel and look to visitors, along 

with other helpful exercises to make our church spaces and services more accessible to 

guests. 

These and other topics will be covered by a mix of Bible study, small group sharing, and 

more. It will be a fun and faith-building time together! 

Clergy will be awarded 0.3 CEUs for participation. 

For My Neighbor’s Good -  

Brethren Evangelism Training Event 

Insight Sessions 

Friday Evening/ August 9 from 8 pm-9 pm 

Starting a Young Adult Ministry from Scratch – Presented by Nate Polzin 

Live Stream Technology – Presented by Congregational Commission 

Intro to PTZ (Pan, Tilt, Zoom) – Camera and streaming technology to  congregations for live streaming wor-

ship services 

Immigration “To Welcome the Stranger” – Presented by Connections Commission 
 

Saturday Afternoon/ August 10 from 1:15 pm-2:15 pm 

Leading a Congregation Through Change – Presented by Nate Polzin 

What’s Happening at Camp – Presented by Andrew Kauffman – IH Interim Executive Director 

There have been lots of changes and lots happening at Inspiration Hills over the last year! Come meet An-

drew, the new Interim Executive Director and learn about what’s new at Camp. 

A Space for Service– Presented by Connections Commission 

We make space in our lives for the things that are importing to us. But do we make space for service? 

Come learn a bout the opportunities in our denomination to serve others, a space to be intentionally with 

others and with God.  



Northern Ohio District Church of the Brethren 

2024 DISTRICT CONFERENCE DELEGATE AUTHORIZATION FORM 
 

Mail the form to:  Northern Ohio District, 1107 East Main Street, Ashland, Ohio 44805 
 

Please do not include any payments with this form.   

All payments should be sent with the Registration Form along with any choices for meals and camp 

lodging (if applicable). 

 

CONGREGATION NAME: _______________________________________________________ 

 

Delegate 1 
 

Name 
 

Complete Mailing Address 
  

Phone Number                                                                          E-mail Address  

            
 

Delegate 2 
 

Name 
 

Complete Mailing Address 
 

Phone Number                                                                          E-mail Address 

 
  

Delegate 3 
 

Name 
 

Complete Mailing Address 
  

Phone Number                                                                          E-mail Address 

 
Delegates Authorized by:  (Pastor, Clerk, or Moderator)                Sign below, name and title  

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Number of Delegates:  District Polity says:  “There shall be two (2) for each member church or fellowship with 200 or fewer 

members.  Larger churches shall have one (1) delegate for each additional 100 members or fraction thereof.  One delegate 

should be a church board member.  No elected delegate shall serve more than two years in succession, except in those 

congregations where the average weekly worship attendance is (35) or less. 









 



 

 

Friday, August 9th at 6:30 p.m. 

A special offering will be taken during 
worship for the District Conference Fund.  
This fund provides for conference expens-
es, including but not limited to supporting 
host church expenses, ice cream, confer-
ence speakers travel and expenses, dele-
gate materials, books and handouts, 
youth and children’s activities, display 
area, insight sessions and much more! 
 

Saturday, August 10th at 6:30 pm 

The offering on Saturday will support 
Brethren Disaster Ministries as they en-
gage a network of volunteers to repair or 
rebuild damaged homes for disaster sur-
vivors who cannot recover on their own, 
provide volunteers trained to support 
children directly impacted by disasters, 
and provide crisis relief in the global com-
munity. 

District Conference 

Giving Opportunities 

Offerings 



 

Northern Ohio District  

Pastoral Placement 

Congregations actively in the search process: 

Akron Eastwood – Profile completed.  Cindy Peel serving 

as interim.   

Ashland Dickey – Call vote for pastoral candidate on May 

19th.   

Bristolville –Search Committee interviewing.  Ed Agler 

serving as Interim Pastor. 

 

Congregations that have not yet begun the Search 

Process or have chosen not to seek at this time: 

Brook Park – Ryan Lopez serving as interim. 

Dupont – Solomon Okang serving as preacher.     

Eden-Tom Michaels serving as Transitional Pastor. 

Freeburg – Ed Wartluft serving as preacher. 

Jonah’s People– John Ballinger serving as Interim Pastor. 

Owl Creek—David Searcy serving as Interim Pastor. 

Silver Creek – congregation arranging pulpit supply. 

Sugar Creek West - Congregation arranging pulpit supply. 

 

Congregations that have completed the Search 

Process: 

East Chippewa - Michael Huffaker called as pastor and 

installed on January 8th. 

Sugarcreek East - Nelson Brown called as pastor and 

installed on December 17th. 

District Prayer Calendar 
May Prayer Calendar 

Churches/Pastors 

     Defiance, Eugene Yenser / Dupont, Solomon Okang 

     East Chippewa, Mike Huffaker 

District Leadership 

     Ministerial Commission, Steve Simmons, Chair 

Sister Districts 

     Missouri/Arkansas   Southeastern 

National Leadership 

     On Earth Peace, Church of the Brethren in Spain 

June Prayer Calendar 

Churches/Pastors 

     East Nimishillen, Jim Lee / Eden, Tom Michaels 

     Elm Street/Pleasant View, James Washington 

     Faith in Action, Jim Gorrell 

District Leadership 

     Connections Commission, Jocelyn Siakula, Chair 

Sister Districts 

     Idaho /Western Montana    Northern Plains 

National Leadership 

Nevin Dulabaum, Eder Financial  

Church of the Brethren in Uganda  

July Prayer Calendar 

Churches/Pastors 

     Freeburg, Ed Wartluft / Hartville, Anthony DiMarco 

     Jonah’s People, John Ballinger / 

     Lake Breeze, Stephen McLaughlin 

District Leadership 

     Congregational Comm., Beverly Wengerd, Chair 

Sister Districts         Southern Plains   Western Plains 

National Leadership 

     Annual Conference July 3-7 

Church of the Brethren in Venezuela 

Sunday, May 5th, was a joyful 

day at the Ashland Dickey 

Church as Jessi Adams was li-

censed to the ministry in the 

Church of the Brethren.   

Jessi serves the church as the  

Director of One Generation 

Ministry working primarily with 

youth, young adults, and young 

families.   

 

Jessi Adams Licensed to the Ministry 

at Ashland Dickey CoB 

Jessi worked with a cohort group to discern her 

call to ministry and will continue exploring that 

call through the licensing period.  Jessi is currently 

taking BBI classes as part of her training.   

A cookie and punch reception was held following 

the worship service.  

Jessi and her husband Seth have 2 children, Wren 

(10)and Shaw (7) pictured to the left. 



 

District Conference Business 
Items / Delegate Scholarships  

 

Each congregation in Northern Ohio is encouraged to send 
two delegates to our District Conference on August 9-10 at 
Hartville Church of the Brethren in Hartville, Ohio. 
(Churches with more than 200+ members can send an addi-
tional delegate). The are confidential scholarships available 
to cover the cost of sending delegates to Conference, in-
cluding registration, meals, and lodging. Please contact Kris 
Hawk at 330-612-2086 for more info.  
 

While the business agenda is not yet finalized, here are 
some of the items that will come to the delegates this year:  

1. Ballot for District leadership positions  

2. 2025 Budget for the District  

3. 2025 Budget for Inspiration Hills Camp 

4. Withdrawal of several churches from the denomination 
pending their final vote and process completion before con-
ference 

5.  A Query from the Dupont congregation  

6. Opportunities to learn about & celebrate the good minis-
tries happening in our district and denomination. 

Annual Conference Delegate 

Briefing Sunday, May 19th 

from 3—5 pm 
Mansfield Church of the Brethren 

899 Grace Street, Mansfield, OH   
 

This year, our Standing Committee Delegate, Dawn Bald-
win (Lick Creek CoB) will be lead-
ing our Annual Conference Delegate 
Briefing.  While we were unable to 
find a time that Moderator Madalyn 
Metzger could lead us in 
the briefing, we will be able to share 
a video greeting from her as we 
meet together.   

Our session will provide a time 
for delegates and others to learn 
about the program and business 
items for the Annual Conference this year in Grand Rapids.   

Please encourage delegates in your churches to attend and 
bring along anyone who would like to learn more.  No 
RSVP is necessary.  Please bring along your conference 
book if you have received it.   

Light refreshments will be served.  We are grateful to Mans-
field First for their hospitality in hosting.  Call/text Kris 
Hawk at 330-612-2086 with questions or for more infor-
mation.   

Register your delegate for Annual Conference and learn 
more about the business, learning and fellowship opportuni-
ties at https://www.brethren.org/ac/  

Volunteers are needed to assist 

with ticket sales at Annual Con-

ference, July 3-6, in Grand Rap-

ids MI.  This group of folks will 

handle all onsite ticket sales for catered meal events. Our 

responsibilities begin Tuesday, July 3rd at 3:00 pm and end 

Saturday, July 6th at noon.   

 

If you are willing to assist, please sign up for one or more 

shifts using this link: https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/10C0B4AAEAF2FA2FAC43-49221854-annual OR con-

tact Don Anderson, ticket sales coordinator, 

at donaldranderson@comcast.net or 574-370-9905. Thank 

you for considering this opportunity  

Volunteers Needed for 2024 

Annual Conference 

 

District Events Calendar 
05.18 District Board Meeting at Black River CoB 

05.19 Annual Conference Delegate Briefing 

05.19-25  Brethren Disaster Ministry (BDM) Trip 

06.04 Northern Ohio Pastor’s Gathering (Zoom) 

06.05 Western Area Pastor’s Gathering 

06.13 Central Area Pastor’s Gathering 

06.13 Eastern Area Pastor’s Gathering 

06.16-22  District Office closed (Kris Hawk on Vacation) 

07.03-07   Annual Conference in Grand Rapids, MI 

07.11 Central Area Clergy Breakfast /District Office 

07.11 Eastern Area Pastor’s Gathering  

07.16 Northern Ohio Pastor’s Gathering (Zoom) 

08.09     Pre-Conference Workshop 1:00-4:30 pm 

08.9-10  District Conference at Hartville CoB 

 

Registration for District Conference is now 
open.  Register on-line at  
www.nohcob.org/register 

or use the forms on pages 6-8 in this  
issue of the Herald. 

https://www.brethren.org/ac/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0B4AAEAF2FA2FAC43-49221854-annual
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0B4AAEAF2FA2FAC43-49221854-annual
mailto:donaldranderson@comcast.net
http://www.nohcob.org/register

