Take a Moment to Pray for Peace
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Pray this week: Moment to
e for the COVID-19 pandemic. The

number of cases continues to grow. In P,a’ 0{9,»

the U.S., more than half of the states

are experiencing a major rise in the Pm/

number of cases. Many other places ’

in the world are also seeing more cases, but the U.S. still has the
highest numbers.

Remember young people around the world, especially the poor.
In some places, children are being forced to leave school & go to
work. For many the work is difficult & dangerous manual labor.
These children are working in order to have enough to eat as the
pandemic leaves their parents out of work.

for those dealing with storms, fires, flooding, earthquakes, &
other disasters. The U.S. hurricane & fire seasons continue.
Storms are getting more frequent & stronger world-wide as the
climate warms.

for all people living with violence & trying to deal with COVID-
19. People living in war zones do not have adequate access to
the basic necessities needed to survive let alone deal with a
pandemic — fresh water, adequate food, healthcare, safe shelter.
For Nigeria. Peaceful protests there persuaded the government
to disband a notorious police unit, the Special Anti-Robbery
Squad (Sars). The unit has been accused of illegal detentions,
assaults & shootings. Unfortunately, some people have used the
peaceful protests as an excuse for luting & violence which has led
to curfews & police crackdowns in Lagos state. There are now
credible reports that some of the police are using excessive force,
resulting in the injury & death of some protestors.

for all who suffer; from the ugliness of racism & brutality; from
the dehumanizing nature of fear; or from the consuming &
destructive power of hate.

for everyone caught up in the fear, frustration, anger, sense of
helplessness, or destructive alure of the powers that are working
to divide us into warring camps instead of seeking to bring us
together so we can all use our varied gifts & ideas to address the

issues that confront us all for the good of everyone.
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