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District Conference Schedule 

Saturday, August 14, 2021 

8:00am-9:00am   Registration 

9:00am-10:00am   Opening Worship 

10:15am-12:15pm   Business Session 

12:15pm-1:15pm   Lunch 

1:15pm-2:20pm   Business Session 

2:30pm-3:30pm   Closing Worship 

3:30pm-3:40pm    Consecration of 2022 Moderator 

3:40pm    Conference Adjourns 

 

(Donuts & coffee will be available in the morning.  Drinks & snacks will be available all day.) 

 

Conference Room Assignments 

 

Business Sessions (Saturday) ······································································ Sanctuary 

Meals ·································································································· Fellowship Hall 

Registration/Information Desk ········································································ Library 

Worship Services ························································································ Sanctuary 

 

Akron Springfield Church of the Brethren 

3500 Albrecht Avenue 

Akron, Ohio 44312 

Phone: (330) 628-3058 

Website: springfield-cob.com 

http://www.springfield-cob.com


 

 
5| Page 

Message from the Moderator, Special Offerings 

and Local Service Project 

A Word from the Moderator 

It has been two years since we last congregated as the Northern Ohio Church of the Brethren 

District Delegates. I give you my whole-hearted "Welcome Back and we missed you!" I'm 

thankful we can finally meet for our District Conference, though with a slightly different 

approach and layout.  

Covid19 changed everything... or did it? Well, actually Covid19 changed many things (and we 

all could make our own lists of those changes)... but it did not change "Jesus' vision of His 

Church and for His Church" one iota. Jesus' vision of the promised reality, completion and 

success of His Church being built was not altered in the least by Covid19. Nor has Jesus' 

missionary vision for the Church changed one iota due to Covid19. 

It is true, many of our local churches had some Covid19 unexpected bumps, bruises, 

alterations, annoyances and inconveniences, but even these things did not spiritually hinder 

Jesus' universal Church from advancing over the enemy's line. Jesus has assured us... even 

promised us, that not even "the gates of Hades will prevail against Jesus' Church's 

advancement. This is truly good news! 

Today at this 'modified District Conference', may we all be filled with gratitude that we are able 

to come together to celebrate and do the business of our District churches. Let us be 

encouraged that Jesus' 'promised Church' is being built and His Mission (i.e. the Great Co-

mission) for His Church has not changed... nor has it failed because of Covid19. Today, let us go 

from our gathering with a greater heart, love, commitment and resolve to live our lives on 

gospel mission for the glory of God and for the gospel advancement of His Church and for the 

good of our neighbor... both here and around the world, starting with each of us and our own 

local church in the Northern Ohio Church of the Brethren District. 

Thank You for being here at Your Conference, 

Brad Kelley, Moderator 

 

Special Offerings and Local Service Project 

 Brethren Disaster, Puerto Rico Relief 

 Kids Closet, Akron Springfield Church of the Brethren 

 District Conference 2021 Expenses 

Our special offerings this year will support the Brethren Disaster Ministries-Puerto Rico Relief 

Project and our District Conference 2021 expenses.  Our local service project will be Kids 

Closet, a ministry of Akron Springfield Church of the Brethren serving children K-12 in local 

schools surrounding the Akron area.  Thank you for supporting these ministries! 
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Worship Times, Moderator & Guest Speaker 

 

Saturday Morning Worship – 9:00am 

Message: Focusing on Jesus' Vision of His Church (Matthew 16:18) 

Guest Speaker:  Rev. Brad Kelley, Moderator 

Pastor Brad will address the first part of this year's 2021 Conference Theme in 

his message "Focusing on Jesus' Vision of His Church" from Matthew 16:18. The 

message will focus on Jesus' promise to build His Church and that His Church 

will prevail and be triumphantly completed in the end!  

Pastor Brad currently shepherds the East Chippewa CoB congregation near 

Orrville, OH. He has been Pastor of East Chip since June of 2011. He is 

thoroughly thankful and knows he is blessed for being able to pastor at East 

Chip. Brad celebrated 30 years of pastoral ministry in January of 2020. He and 

Sharon, his wife of over 34 years, have three grown children and live in the 

West Salem area. 

Brad accepted the call to be our "2020 District Moderator" during the 2018 District Conference. He has 

been in this type of District role 20 years earlier in his previous pastorate in the Fellowship of Grace 

Brethren Churches. Recently, he has become one of our teachers in the District's Brethren Buckeye 

Institute. He taught the Fall 2019 BBI course on "Evangelism." For nearly the last 2 and half decades, He 

has provided quarterly preaching for the evangelistic chapel services at Akron Ohio's homeless shelter, 

the Haven of Rest. 

Brad received formal higher education training from Grace College (Bachelors with a double major in 

both Biblical Studies and Speech Communications), Ashland Theological Seminary and Liberty Baptist 

Theological Seminary (Masters of Divinity 

Saturday Afternoon Worship – 2:30pm 

Message: Focusing on Jesus' Vision for His Church (Matthew 28:18-20)  

Guest Speaker:  Rev. Tom Zuercher 

Pastor Tom will preach on the second part of our 2021 Conference Theme. His 

message is titled "Focusing on Jesus' Vision for His Church" based on Matthew 

28:18-20. Tom will passionately bring home to us the true "Vision/Mission" 

that Jesus has for His Church! 

After 42 years of church work, Tom Zuercher retired from full-time ministry in 

2018. In the Northern Ohio District, he served as pastor for three 

congregations: Danville North Bend, Mt. Pleasant, and Ashland Dickey, and 

was District Executive for twelve years. In additional to pastoral work, Tom has 

served as a teacher, spiritual speaker, retreat leader, consultant, and author. 

He and Susan live in rural Ashland County and are always delighted to spend time with their children 

and grandchildren. In retirement, Tom has enjoyed traveling, making presentations on philately (stamp 

collecting), and O-gauge model trains. 
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Service of Consecration for District Conference Delegates 

 

August 14, 2021 - Prayer of Commitment 

O God, we thank You for each of these disciples who have answered Your call to serve in Your ministry 

through the Northern Ohio District Church of the Brethren.  Each of these people come with gifts for specific 

tasks under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  Today we join in a service of consecration, commissioning these 

people to do Your work. 

We are grateful for our brothers and sisters who express their faith and witness through specific ministries in 

the Northern Ohio District. 

Grant us grace that we may all present our gifts and talents to be used for Your glory and our neighbor’s 

good, because our faith is in the following.  Amen. 

Leader:  Brothers and sisters in Christ, God has called you to this service.  Thank God for each of you and for 

your willing response to this call.  Now I invite you to make your commitment by responding to the questions 

of consecration as a delegate. 

Do you willingly accept the responsibility to which you have been called, and do you promise to be faithful in 

fulfilling that responsibility? 

Delegates:  We do. 

Leader:  Will you seek to respond in a manner worthy of this trust, exemplifying Christian faith and spirit in all 

that you do and consider? 

Delegates:  We will. 

Leader:  Will you be cooperative as you work together in common tasks and decisions? 

Delegates:  We will. 

Leader:  May we as brothers and sisters in Christ, affirm one another as leaders called to serve the Church of 

the Brethren of Northern Ohio.  Above all, may we seek to do God’s will relying on His wisdom, strength, and 

love. 

Delegates:  By His grace and with the leading of His Spirit we will! 

Unison Prayer:  O God, we thank you for our fellow delegates who have been entrusted with the 

responsibility of doing business for Your church.  Be with us as we administer what You have entrusted to our 

hands.  Help us to study, pray, and reflect before we make decisions.  Make us alert to the needs of all Your 

people, in the Northern Ohio District and beyond, so that we can carry out ministries in Your name.  May this 

conference reflect the light of Your truth.  We pray in the precious name of Your Son, Christ Jesus.  Amen. 

 



 

 
9| Page 

Rules of District Conference 

All matters of business shall be clearly presented to Conference, after which the Moderator shall de-

clare the same to be the business of Conference. 

No one shall speak more than twice on the same question.  The first speech shall be limited to five 

minutes and the second, to three minutes. 

The Moderator shall decide when a question shall be put on its passage, but anyone from the voting 

body may “move the previous question” which is a motion to close debate. 

A two-thirds majority shall be necessary to pass answers to queries, matters of polity, and other 

items as determined by the Officers of the District Conference.  A majority vote shall be the rule for 

all other motions. 

A plurality vote shall be required for the election of all officers. 

All appeals from the rulings of the Moderator shall be decided by the voting body. 

These rules may be amended at any regular session of the conference. 

Persons nominating from the floor may only name the nominee; the biographical information must 

be submitted in writing to the officers of the Conference who will later submit the information to the 

Conference Delegates. 

Written or oral consent must be obtained from all nominees. 

Robert’s Rules of Order Revised shall be the standard for any point not covered by these rules. 

District Conference Central Committee, Personnel and Appointments 
 

Brad Kelley, Moderator (East Chippewa) 

Brian Layman, Moderator-Elect (Ashland First) 

Doug Price, Past Moderator (Elm Street) 

Nancy Jacobsen, Clerk (Mt. Pleasant) 

Michael Huffaker, Member (Sugar Creek West) 

Fern Dews, Member (East Nimishillen) 

Chrissy Harkless, Member (Elm Street) 

Linda Fry, Conference Manager (Mansfield First) 

Cindy Peel, Conference Registrar (Akron Springfield) 

 

District Conference Personnel & Appointments 

Worship Coordinator: Brad Kelley (East Chippewa) 

Worship Leader: Bruce Jacobsen (Mt. Pleasant) 

Sound & Media Technician: Mike Conner (Akron Springfield) 

Usher’s Coordinator: Mike Conner (Akron Springfield) 

Akron Springfield Church On-Site Coordinator: Becky Burtoft (Akron Springfield) 

Counting Supervisor: Cindy McNaull (Ashland Dickey) 

Time Keeper/Microphone Monitor: Wayne Kissel (Mansfield First) 

Tellers: Mike Huffaker (Sugar Creek West), Nominating Committee Members 



 

 
10| Page 

Biographical Information 

*Indicates Incumbent 

 

Moderator Elect—3 year term (vote for one) 

 

District Board Western Area—3 year term (vote for two) 

Business Item #1:  District Conference Ballot 

Cindy Peel 

(Akron Springfield) 

Current:  Interim Pastor for 

Akron Eastwood (Church); 

Ordained Minister and District 

Conference Registrar (District) 

Former:  Interim Pastor, 

deacon, Sunday School teacher, Music & Worship 

commission, Christian Education commission, 

Nursery Worker, Jr. Worship Leader (Church); 

Nominating Committee, Christian Education 

Commission, Camp counselor (District) 

Personal:  Respiratory Therapist for Seeley 

Medical.  Single, no kids except furry ones: Josie, 

Thelma Lou & Taco. 

James Washington 

(Elm Street & 

Pleasant View) 

Current:  Pastor for Elm 

Street and Pleasant View 

(Church); Ordained Minister 

(District) 

Former:  District Board, Congregational 

Commission, Ministerial Commission (District) 

Personal:  Married to Sandra, we have nine adult 

children.  I work with Teens for Christ in Lima and 

Sandra works at Wal-Mart. 

Bill Holsopple 

(Lick Creek) 

Current:  Pastor for Lick 

Creek (Church); Ordained 

Minister (District) 

Former:  None 

Personal:  Married to Beth, we have three adult 

children, Bekah, Daniel and Hannah.  Hannah is 

married to Todd Naveau, they have a daughter, 

Aubree.  I work at HKK Machining. 

 

 

 

 

Mile Huffaker 

(Sugar Creek West) 

Current:  Pastor for Sugar 

Creek West (Church); 

Ordained Minister, Member 

of District Conference Central 

Committee (District) 

Former:  Pastor (Church); Member of District 

Conference Central Committee (District) 

Personal:  Married to Laura, we have four children, 

(Lauren) married to Matt Kell, (Ashley) married to 

Aaron Williams, (Kamryn) 18 years old graduating 

from Temple Christian (2021) and (Jarred) 16 years 

old graduating (2022). 
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Biographical Information 

*Indicates Incumbent 

 

District Board Central Area—3 year term (vote for two) 

 

District Board Eastern Area—3 year term (vote for two) 

Business Item #1:  District Conference Ballot 

Dean Foster* 

(Black River) 

Current:  Associate Pastor for 

Black River (Church); Ordained 

Minister, District Board, 

Connections Commission, 

Journeymen for Christ (District) 

Former:  Associate Pastor (Church) District Board, 

Camp Inspiration Hills Administration Committee 

(District) 

Personal:  Married to Sandra. 

 

 

 

Mark Pollock* 

(Brook Park) 

Current:  Board Chairman 

(Church); District Board, 

Congregational Commission 

Chair, Peace Task Team 

Former:  Church Board 

Member, Chairman and Commission Chair, Sunday 

School teacher (Church); Shalom Team (District) 

Personal:  Married to Diane, we have three adult 

children (Christopher, Sierra Swanson and Seth) and 

six grandchildren.  I am a retired engineer. 

Gaylee Hughes 

(Painesville) 

Current:  Ministerial Chair, 

Director of Coleridge School 

Board, Children’s Bible Time 

(Church) 

Former:  Church Board, School Board Worship 

leader/Choir, Youth leader and Sunday School 

teacher (Church); District Board, Fellowship 

Commission (District) 

Personal:  Widow, I have two adult children, three 

grandchildren.  I am a community volunteer, serve in 

NYC soup kitchens and work as Director of 

Coleridge School. 

 

Bruce Morkel 

(Akron Springfield) 

Current:  Deacon, Usher 

(Church) 

Former:  Youth Advisor, 

Church Board Chairperson, 

Youth Sunday School teacher, Pastoral Search 

Committee (Church) 

Personal:  Married to Kim, we have two adult 

children, Meredith and David.  David is married to 

Erin.  I work as a School Psychologist, Auctioneer 

and volunteered with Brethren Disaster Ministries. 
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Biographical Information 

*Indicates Incumbent 

 

District Board Eastern Area (Cont’d)—3 year term (vote for two) 

District Conference Central Committee—3 year term (vote for one) 

Business Item #1:  District Conference Ballot 

Steve Simmons* 

(Bethel) 

Current:  Church Board Chair, 

Chair Ministerial Commission, 

Trustee (Church); Ordained 

Minister, District Board, 

Ministerial Commission 

(District) 

Former:  Church Board, held same positions for 

many years (Church); District Board, Ministerial 

Commission Member for 7 years (Chair for 5 years) 

(District) 

Personal:  Married to Pamela for 35 years, we have 

two children, daughter Cassandra (30) and son 

Nathaniel (28).  I work as Chief Engineer for 

Courtyard Canfield. 

 

Jane Matz 

(Ashland Dickey) 

Current:  Congregational 

Peace Counselor (Church); 

District Conference Display 

Coordinator for SERRV 

(District) 

Former:  Annual Conference Delegate for Ashland 

Dickey and Ashland First, District Conference 

Delegate, Sunday School teacher, Women’s 

Fellowship, Commission member, VBS (Church); 

Peace Task Team, Peace Auction, IH silent auction 

coordinator, Display assistant for SERRV & 

Brethren Press (District) 

Personal:  Married to Russell, we have two adult 

children, Rod and Rachelle.  I am a retired Physical 

Therapist.  Volunteer for disaster work weeks and 

Operation Christmas Child. 

Pete Snyder 

(Ashland First) 

Current:  Chair, Ministry and 

Music, Chair, Deacons (Church); 

Inspiration Hills volunteer 

(District) 

Former:  Church Board, 

Mudding and painting walls, volunteer handyman 

(Church); maintenance volunteer for District Office 

and Inspiration Hills Camp (District) 

Personal:  Married to Lisa.  I’m retired, but keeping 

busy; active in planning Dominican Republic 

eyecare trips; selective CoB mission trips, past food 

pantry coordinator for the Pump House Ministries. 
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Biographical Information 

*Indicates Incumbent 

 

District Conference Nominating Committee (Eastern Area)—3 year term (vote for one) 

District Conference Nominating Committee (Central Area)—3 year term (vote for one) 

Business Item #1:  District Conference Ballot 

Rebecca Ebie 

(Akron Eastwood) 

Current:  Sunday School 

teacher, quilting group, 

preaching throughout the year 

(Church); Licensed Minister, 

pulpit supply, attend area 

pastor’s lunch, Clergy-Spouse Retreat (District) 

Former:  Teaching Bible study class, Christian 

Education Director, VBS, started community garden, 

taught a grief recovery group (Church); District 

Board, Congregational Commission, preached for 

Eastern Area Lenten services (District); Delegate for 

recent Annual Conferences, NOAC conference 

(Denominational) 

Personal:  Single, work part time as secretary for 

Akron Springfield CoB and working on a Doctory of 

Ministry. 

Sandy Humphrey 

(Center) 

Current:  Church Board, 

Witness Chair (Church); 

Ohio Council of Churches 

Rep. (District) 

Former:  VBS, Deacon, 

Worship leader (Church); Camp Inspiration Hills 

Maintenance Committee, District Board, 

Discipleship Commission Chair, District Transition 

Team (District);  Brethren Disaster Ministries and 

Children’s Disaster Service (CDS) volunteer 

(Denominational) 

Personal:  I’m retired from civil service work and a 

caregiver for my special needs brother. 

Cathy Emminger 

(Ashland Dickey) 

Current:  Church Volunteer  

Former:  Funeral Dinner 

Coordinator, Custodian, 

Pres. Women’s Group, 

Nursery attendant (Church); 

served as a District Conference Delegate twice 

(District) 

Personal:  Widow (Joe Emminger-husband), I have 

three children and four step-children.  I’m a 

volunteer worker for Disaster’s and provide quilts 

and knitted items for donations. 

Pam Hoffman 

(Mansfield First) 

Current:  Leadership Team 

member (Church)   

Former:  Church clerk, 

Deacon (Church) 

Personal:  Retired.  Mother of Joshua Hoffman, 

Christina Baker and Jonathan Hoffman.   

Prepare meals once a month for People Helping 

People.   
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Biographical Information 

*Indicates Incumbent 

 

District Conference Nominating Committee (Central Area) 

Continued from Previous Page—3 year term (vote for one) 

 

 

District Conference Clerk—3 year term (vote for one) 

 

Ashley Harris 

(Freeburg) 

Current:  Church Board 

member, VBS committee 

(Church) 

Former:  VBS committee 

(Church) 

Personal:  Married to Jesse Harris, we have two 

daughters (5 years and 2 years old) and two 

stepdaughters (13 and 15).  I’m employed by Crum 

and Forster Pet Insurance Group for 17 years.  My 

current role is Director of Customer Experience.  

Past roles include Director of Operations, Director of 

Human Resources and Customer Service Manager. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dan Kettering 

(Maple Grove) 

Current:  Finance 

Committee, Deacon 

(Church) 

Former:  Treasurer, Usher, 

Christian Education Commission, Choir, Sunday 

School teacher, Bible study leader (Church); 

Financial Secretary, Treasurer (District) 

Personal:  Married to Donna for 53 years.  We have 

two children and four grandchildren.  I am retired 

from being a school treasurer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Business Item #1:  District Conference Ballot 
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Biographical Information 

*Indicates Incumbent 

 

Camp Administration Committee—3 year term (vote for three) 

Business Item #1:  District Conference Ballot 

Erich Bassett* 

(Pleasant View) 

Current:  Church Board, 

Trustee (Church); Camp 

Administration Committee 

(District) 

Former:  Church Board, Trustee, Board of Christian 

Education, Fellowship, Audit and Nominating 

Committee (Church); Camp Administration 

Committee (District) 

Personal:  I’m currently filling a ling-term substitute 

teaching position and hope to find an administrative 

post in the next school year.  Working on he Camp 

Administration Committee is my first role in the 

work of the District. 

 

Denise Layman 

(Ashland First) 

Current:  Volunteer with 

Children’s Church and Music 

Committee (Church) 

Former:  Leadership team: 

Fellowship and Personnel Commission Chair, Child 

Care Commission Chair, Sunday School teacher for 

several years, preschool, 6th grad age group, assisted 

with VBS and Kid’s Club over the past 13 years 

(Church) 

Personal:  Married to Brian Layman, we have four 

children Jaxom, Azia, Julian and Caleb, all four have 

been schooled at home, the youngest two graduated 

this year!  I am a volunteer at the National Ladies’ 

Library.  I work as a virtual assistant with my 

husband and my company eHermits Inc. 

Allen Luguinbill* 

(Dupont) 

Current:  Music board, 

high school Sunday school 

teacher, music team, youth 

helper (Church); Camp 

Administration Committee 

(District) 

Former:  Men’s group president (Church); District 

Conference Timekeeper (District) 

Personal:  Married to my wife Sam for 6 years, no 

children.  I farm for a living and also volunteer when 

I can at church events. 

 

 

 

 

Terry Vaught 

(Paradise) 

Current:  Pastor (Church); 

Ordained Minister, 

Coordinator for Central Area 

monthly pastor’s meeting, 

BBI instructor, annual 

volunteer as Chaplain at Camp Inspiration Hills 

(District) 

Former:  Deacon, Pastor of Visitation (Maple 

Grove) (Church); When it was going, I was a 

Chaplain for Koinonia Inspiration, a Cursillo 

inspired renewal movement for lay people and 

pastors. 

Personal:  Married to Sherry Reese Vaught, our son 

Reese Vaught graduated this year.  I am a bi-

vocational pastor who was a Respiratory Therapist 

for many years.  I’m now retired from my 2nd 

vocation. 
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Interim District Youth Coordinator Report 

District Youth & Young Adult Ministries 

We’ve had a great year for the youth and young adults as I’ve settled into the role of Interim District Youth 

Coordinator! Covid has forced everyone to rethink how to approach youth ministry and reaching students digitally. 

Even with restrictions, it seems everyone is busier than ever! The district staff and board members have been a huge 

help in getting me up to speed in all things related to the Northern Ohio Church of the Brethren. Overall, we’ve had 

many fun virtual and in-person events and I appreciate all the youth and adults who have participated. 

In July 2020, Esther Harsh, our previous youth coordinator, started the district 

youth game nights over Zoom. I’ve continued these each week and the kids have 

really enjoyed them! Many of the youth were attending school virtually for the 

year, so these nights are a good opportunity to invite their friends from school 

and hang out with district friends as well. Each week we play Jackbox and Kahoot 

games and share a devotion. We have a core group of about 10 kids with several 

others attending when they have the chance, so I hope this group can continue 

to grow and make connections with other Junior High and Senior High youth. 

We have also had a few other virtual events throughout the year, especially in 

the winter when we couldn’t meet safely. In November, we attended 

Powerhouse Regional Youth Conference hosted by Manchester University. We 

planned a virtual Junior High Rally in January but cancelled due to low registration. In February, we had an online Senior 

High Rally with three sessions over the weekend with speakers from around the district, time for worship, and plenty of 

games. The Junior High and Senior High Cabinets have been very helpful in figuring out the details for these events. 

Our largest event of the year was the Spring Youth Day in early May for Junior 

High and Senior High. Twelve youth and five advisors met at Inspiration Hills for 

a fun day of games, a service project, campfire, and worship. It was great to 

finally get together in person and experience God’s creation at camp in the 

springtime! 

The young adults have also met several times throughout the year. In November, 

we met in Cuyahoga Valley National Park on the last warm day of fall for a hiking 

day. We gathered on Zoom in the winter for a game night and met in May for a 

bonfire. We hope this ministry can continue building momentum and connect 

more young adults from the district. 

I am looking forward to serving as an advisor at Senior High Camp and hearing more from the kids about how they 

would like to get involved. We hope to meet up for local activities around the district throughout the summer to keep 

the youth involved as we plan for the next school year. I have been talking with youth, parents, advisors, and pastors 

from around the district and working with Kris Hawk to determine the best next step for youth ministry in the district. 

The youth events in the district are a great opportunity for the students to grow in their faith and build lifelong 

friendships, so we hope to find the best solution to help this ministry expand and grow. 

I have really enjoyed getting to know the youth and young adults in the district and sharing about God’s love together. 

If you have any questions or are interested in getting involved, please let me know. Thank you all for your prayers and 

support throughout this crazy year! 

Jenny Imhoff 

Interim District Youth Coordinator  

District Youth Game Night met with youth 
from Wyomissing COB (PA) for the Church of 
the Brethren Youth Fellowship Exchange. 

Spring Youth Day at Inspiration Hills Camp in 
May 2021 
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District Board Commission & Appointment Reports 
 

Northern Ohio District Board Report to District Conference 2021 

It is with some sense of hopefulness of a return to normalcy with regard to the impact of Covid 19 on our district and 

on our congregations that I write this report.  This past year has certainly been one of significant challenges, but also of 

adapting to overcome obstacles that the pandemic has presented, along with the normal challenges of life.  Most of 

our meetings were held via Zoom video conference, but our last meeting this year in May was held in-person, at the 

Richland Church of the Brethren. 

We have seen a number of credentials approved, ministers installed, and ministers trained in our district this year.  I am 

glad to see the fruit of the labors of our Buckeye Brethren Institute being born, as some of those finishing are being 

placed in ministry within the district.  I’m so glad to have that resource available and being utilized.   

We’re glad to have made funds available again, not just for Hottle Grants, but for operational expense grants to those 

congregations struggling to stay current on day to day expenses.  Once again, I’m glad that we have those resources 

available to offer, and that they are being utilized. 

We had some additional discussion regarding the District Withdrawal policy concerning how it would be determined 

whether or not a group wishing to remain in the building as a Church of the Brethren congregation would be viable 

enough to prevent the transition of building and assets to the withdrawing group.  After much discussion, it was 

suggested that we change the percentage of the vote necessary on the second congregational vote of a congregation 

that was seeking to withdraw to 90%.  We felt that if a congregation was able to reach this percentage that it would be 

very unlikely that the 10% or less that remained would be able to continue ministry at that site and that other 

arrangements could be made to help them find a suitable place to worship.  A change was also made with regard to the 

use of funds paid by a withdrawing congregation.  Formerly the language of the policy indicated that the funds were to 

be held in trust for 5 years, in order to be available for a remaining remnant to utilize the funds to find another suitable 

place to worship, or other expenses related to the process, but that prevented the district from utilizing the funds to 

compensate for lost contributions from the withdrawing group for those 5 years.  The amendment changes the 

language to allow the district to begin to use these funds immediately if necessary to help with lost income.  These 

amendments to the policy were passed at our March 13 district board meeting. 

Along with the 2022 budget, the ballot for this coming year, and some changes to our constitution, we will also be 

bringing a suggestion for changing the drawn on the Hottle Memorial Fund in order to extend it’s support of our district 

budget.  We will recommend to the delegates that we change the annual draw from 12% to 9%.  In doing so, it will help 

extend the benefits of this fund while still giving vital support to our district budget, Camp Inspiration Hills, and the 

grants offered to our congregations. 

I am grateful for the efforts and cooperation of our district board this year.  They have been a great group to work with, 

and I think have faithfully represented the congregations of our district, and continue to help share resources with our 

congregations even with the challenges that the pandemic has brought.   

It has been my honor and joy to serve as your district board chair for the 2020-2021 year. 

By His Grace Alone, 

Bruce Jacobsen, DBC 
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Congregational Commission 

Congregational Commission Report for 2020-2021 

The Congregational Commission seeks ways to advance the fulfillment of the Great Commission within the District.  

Through personal and congregational evangelism, the Congregational Commission takes on the responsibilities of 

encouraging and assisting in new church plants; encouraging and assisting church vitality and revitalization, offering 

guidance in mergers; assisting with disorganization of churches when necessary; and overseeing financial resources to 

assist church revitalization and church plants.  In addition to these responsibilities, the Commission helps with the 

District church prayer calendar, overseeing the Church Extension Fund, organizing training seminars and overseeing 

and recommending Hottle Memorial Fund grants. 

Due to the stay at home orders related to the Covid 19 virus, many of our churches have sought non-traditional ways to 

maintain their weekly worship services.  The physical closing requirements of churches has also placed an additional 

financial burden on many of our District churches.  To help overcome some of the financial burdens, the Congregational 

Commissioned along with the Financial Commission opened up the use of the Hottle Memorial Fund grant moneys to 

fund church need-based operating expenses through the end of 2020.  At the November 14, 2020 NOH District meeting 

the Congregational Commission recommended continuing the operational grants from the Hottle Fund for 2021 with 

slightly different rules for the year.  A church can only request one grant, regular or operating expenses, per year.  The 

Congregational Commission will continue to approve operating grants up to $5000.  Regular Hottle grants between 

$3000 and $5000 will continue to require full board approval. 

The Commission has approved the following Hottle Memorial Fund grants: 

 1. Operating Fund Grants during the Pandemic 

  Grants of $5,000 to 16 churches     Total $80,000.00 

 

 2. Regular Hottle Grants that require District Board approval 

  a. Ashland First COB, dated: April 7, 2021; Approval Pending   $  5,000.00 

   Stain Glass Window repair, restoration, and weatherproofing 

  b. Center COB, dated: March 31, 2021; Approval Pending    $  4,821.00 

   Replace cement block in Pavilion 

  c. Dupont COB, dated: February 26, 2021; Approved: March 13, 2021  $  5,000.00 

   Fresh Encounter Woods Pond Project 

  d. Chippewa COB, dated: September 18, 2020; Approved: Sept 26, 2020  $  5,000.00 

   Replacement of roof on the church and garage as well as gutters 

         Total $19,821.00 

 3.  Completed Grants and final reports submitted: 

  a. Bristolville COB – final report in Herald, Fall 2020 

  b. Dupont COB – Fresh Encounter Woods, final report Herald, Fall 2020 

  c. Chippewa COB – completed the new roof, final report in Herald, February 2021 

  e. Ashland First COB – Final report in Herald, February 2021 

  f. Brook Park Community COB – final report in Herald, February 2021 

 

The Congregational Commission recommended the continued support of the Jonah's People Fellowship.  We approved 

a $10,000 grant from the Church Extension Fund for each year 2021 and 2022 to keep this ministry in place.  They have 

been especially hard hit due to the virus restrictions the state has in place for homes.  The steering committee 

continues to meet and look at their goals when they fully open later this year in accordance with Ohio Health 

Department and CDC regulations.   
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The Steering Committee voted to approve and Kris Hawk officially installed Pastor Robert Simonsick as Pastor of Jonah’s 

People Fellowship. 

We appreciate all the ways that churches have worked to continue their worship services through these trying times.  

We look forward to a time when we can return to a more normal operating environment and encourage churches to 

continue to be steadfast in worshiping our God whatever the circumstances. 

In Christ Love, 

Mark Pollock, Congregational Commission Chair; Patrick Bailey, Vice-Chair; Agnes Hayhurst, Secretary, and Beverly 

Wengerd, Member.  

 

 

Jonah’s People Fellowship, Fostoria 

This past year has been one of change and closure of worship services and activities. When the pandemic hit our state, 

the Ohio Department of Health locked down Nursing and Assisted Living facilities. Good Shepherd Home was locked 

down with no chapel services for the whole rest of the year. Pastor Barry Belknap took a leave from Good Shepherd 

Home in late March.  He later retired in summer and the Steering Committee called Chaplain Jerry Copeland as Interim 

Pastor of Jonah’s People. He continued to meet members throughout the building and sharing a service in the different 

wings. Chaplain Bob Simonsick came at the beginning of September and joined the team with Jerry to provide spiritual 

care. A few great dedicated members passed away, greatly missed.  Not being able to meet as a community in worship, 

no Bible Study, or music ministry was huge disappointment and challenge. 

In March as vaccination numbers rose and restrictions lessened Sunday worship started in the chapel for residents in 

the Brethren Court (Assisted Living where chapel is located). At the March Steering Committee of the Jonah’s People 

Fellowship, Bob was unanimously called as Pastor. Then in April a few vaccinated residents from other wings began to 

worship with vaccinated volunteers assisting on Sundays. But still no outside members can attend but worship 

attendance is back near 20 on Sunday mornings. We look forward to more restrictions being removed to return to all 

being able to attend worship together, bringing back Monday Evening Bible Study, Tuesday Evening Music and 

fellowship meals. Jonah’s People are very grateful for the support of the district and Good Shepherd Home. Great 

thanks to Pastor Barry Belknap for planting the ministry and blessings in his retirement. A special thanks is extended to 

Kris Hawk for contributing her leadership and support to this ministry.  

 In Christ, Pastor Bob Simonsick 



 

 
29| Page 

Connections Commission 

The 2020 year will be one that we will never forget.... No, not talking about a virus.  2020 was a year of growth.  

Growth in the congregations to pull together to get things done.  Growth in technology in connecting with their 

members to continue worship.  Thank you to all the congregations for sticking in there. 

We will continue to grow and connect.  The Connections Commission is looking forward to serving the district with 

some training events in the coming year.  Thank you to the congregations for filling out the leadership survey this past 

spring.  It has given us a better understanding of what the congregations look like and what they would like training in. 

We'd like to give Jenny Imhoff, Interim Youth Coordinator, a special thank you for keeping the youth and young adults 

of the district stay connected this past year.  The Commission and District Executive are currently looking at the Youth 

Coordinator’s position and how it will serve Northern Ohio in coming year. 

Journeymen for Christ (Men's Ministry) and the SISTER's (Women's Ministry) both will be reconnecting this year.   

Team members are needed to help plan events/blog for these ministries.  Please contact one of the commission 

members if interested. 

Of course many other things were put on hold in 2020 but are gradually restarting as this report is written.  We will 

keep you posted of opportunities to connect and serve in the monthly Pastor's Memo and District Herald. 

Sharing and Serving together. 

Connections Commission 

Billi Janet, Dean, Ellen, and Jean 
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Stewardship & Finance Commission 

In the fall of 2020, the Stewardship and Finance Commission set our priorities for 2021 as follows: 

1. Provide financial policy and procedures training for church treasurers, financial secretaries, board chairs and pastors as soon as 

it is possible to have in-person meetings. (Approximately 30 people had signed up for this event in March of 2020, but it was 

canceled due to Covid restrictions.) 

2. Communicate the need for increased self-allocations from both congregations and individuals via post cards, bulletin inserts, 

etc. (A postcard mailer was sent in November, 2020 urging individuals to consider the Northern Ohio District as they consider 

their year-end giving opportunities. We have seen positive growth in self-allocation giving for the past several years.) 

3. Prepare a balanced budget for 2022. 

4. Study changing the yearly draw from the Hottle Fund to make the fund more sustainable, with the goal of bringing a proposal 

to the 2021 District Conference. 

In June, 2020, Lisa Snyder was appointed to an additional term as District Treasurer, allowing her to serve through 2023. Lisa has 

been a valuable member of our District’s office team, providing well organized, timely and accurate records of our District’s 

finances. We want to thank Lisa for her excellent work and for the countless hours she volunteers to serve the District.  

In May of 2021, our financial review for 2020 was completed by Cynthia Allen, with no findings or recommendations issued. As 

Cynthia no longer wishes to continue her role in reviewing the District’s finances, the District has engaged the accounting firm of 

Whitcomb & Hess to perform this oversight function going forward. Jen Recker resigned her position as District Financial Secretary 

at the end of April, 2020, and Cindy McNaull has agreed to fill that position. 

In response to financial hardships experienced by some of the District’s churches, the District continues to offer $5,000 operating 

grants through the Hottle Fund through 2021. In August of 2020, the District responded to a request from Camp Inspiration Hills 

with a grant of $36,000 to help them through a very tough year. 

The District has four outstanding loans through the Church Improvement Loan Fund. The Fund still has over $299,000 available to 

assist the District’s churches with financing for building improvement projects at 0% interest. Contact the District office if your 

church could use assistance in financing building improvements. 

Despite the erratic market swings of 2020 and the grants provided to the camp and the churches, the District’s fund balances 

remain very close to pre-pandemic levels. The Stewardship and Finance Commission has advocated strongly for fiscal restraint and 

moderation for the past five years and we have seen a reduction in the District’s budget by 28.5% since 2016. During this same 

time period, the amount of funds coming to the District from the Hottle Fund have dropped by 31.8%. The District Board will be 

bringing a proposal to District Conference to change the percentage draw from the Hottle Fund from the current 12% yearly draw 

(4% to the District, 4% to the camp and 4% to the churches) to a 9% yearly draw (3% to the District, 3% to the camp and 3% to the 

churches). This will result in a short term reduction in the draw amount but a substantial difference in the amount of the fund 

balance over time. In the long term, this will provide more stability in the ability of the Fund to support the District’s budget long 

into the future. 

We consider it a privilege to serve you and welcome any comments or questions regarding your District’s finances.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Dave Bassett, Stewardship & Finance Chair; Maria Nichols, Vice-Chair; Charlene Kuhn, Secretary; Ed Chase, Member. 
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2021 Treasurer’s Report 

 

The District finances have remained steady despite the pandemic.  I would invite you to read the commission reports to 

see how we have been able to help individual churches and the camp during this rough time.  

Our financial policies and procedures have been in place for several years now.  Be assured that there are many eyes on 

the financial reports and accounts of the district.  We continue to have 1 checking and 3 savings accounts at Farmers 

State Bank.  The savings accounts include Youth Scholarship, District Conference and Women’s Fellowship.  We have a 

small CD account at Edward Jones.  In addition, we continue to have the investment accounts at Brethren Foundation.  

These include: Hottle Memorial Fund, Peace Endowment Fund, District Disaster Fund, Student’s Minister Fund, 

Sampson Endowment Fund, Church Extension Fund and Church Improvement Loan Fund.  Balances of these funds can 

be found on the Balance Sheet of the financial statements. 

Even in our small office, we have found ways to segregate the duties of handling the monies that are entrusted to the 

district.  I would stress that our churches should find ways to make sure that policies and procedures are in place to not 

only protect themselves, but the people that have volunteered to help handle the finances.  We have had to postpone 

our Treasurer’s Training due to COVID-19 this past year, and hopefully that will be on the table for the near future, as 

we had a good response to registration before it was cancelled. 

Changes: 

This year, Jen Recker has completed her service to the District as Financial Secretary and that role is now being 

performed by Cindy McNaull.  We are grateful for the years of service that Jen has provided and excited to welcome 

Cindy to the team! As of the writing of this report (May 2021) Cindy has already started in the role, learning QuickBooks 

and our procedures. Another change that has occurred in 2021 is the monthly financial review of our accounts.  For the 

past several years, Cynthia Allen, CPA, has graciously given of her time and talent to review our banking accounts, 

investment accounts and QuickBooks software monthly.  She has also provided our yearly financial reviews.  As 

mentioned in the Stewardship and Finance report, Cynthia had asked to be replaced in this role, and the firm of 

Whitcomb and Hess CPA’s and Financial Advisors in Ashland has been engaged to begin to provide oversight going 

forward. 

I am grateful to the leadership of Kris Hawk, the assistance of Julie Watson and the guidance of the Stewardship and 

Finance Commission.  I think we have a pretty good team in place and it is a privilege to serve as your treasurer. As 

always, please reach out to me, if you have any questions or concerns… 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lisa Snyder 

lisa@nohcob.org 

567-203-9739 (mobile) 

 

mailto:lisa@nohcob.org
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Business Item #2:  Hottle Distribution Proposals 
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2020 Ordination Recognition 

1 Year 

Jeff Messner, Ashland Dickey 

Steve Simmons, Bethel 

5 Years 

Chris Ewing, County Line 

Jason Harsh, Woodworth 

15 Years 

Tobin Crenshaw, Akron First 

Michael Huffaker, Sugar Creek West 

20 Years 

Bruce Jacobsen, Mount Pleasant 

Dick Marshall, Sugarcreek East 

Dick Neuwirth, Swan Creek 

25 Years 

John Ballinger, Painesville 

Tom Dearth, County Line 

30 Years 

Wayne Brockway, Center 

 

 

 

2021 Ordination Recognition 

1 Year 

Jim Lee, East Nimishillen 

30 Years 

Cindy Peel, Akron Springfield 

Gene Yenser, Defiance 

40 Years 

Terry Porter, Dupont 

45 Years 

David Thompson, County Line 

Wendell Thompson, Owl Creek 

53 Years 

Don Earlenbaugh, Ashland Dickey 

55 Years 

Paul Myers, Maple Grove 

64 Years 

Delbert Kettering, Maple Grove 

66 Years 

Carl Cawood, Ashland First 

Clyde Fry, Mansfield First 

70 Years 

Horace Huse, Lakewood 

Ordination Recognition & BBI Graduates 

Buckeye Brethren Institute 

2020 Graduates 

Bill Holsopple, Lick Creek 

Carolyn Kuryn, East Nimishillen 

2021 Graduates 

David Hobbs, New Philadelphia 
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Ministerial Commission 

Greetings in the matchless name of Jesus Christ our Lord!  The Ministerial Commission is charged with the work 

surrounding the credentialing of our ordained and commissioned pastors, as well as the training of those who are 

licensed to set-apart ministry.  As a result, much of our time together is spent in interviews with those who are seeking 

God’s face in regards to His call on their life.  These interviews are often such an encouragement as we spend time 

getting to know not only the background and training of each individual but also a sense of their passion regarding the 

Call of God on their life. Typically there is much joy in the work we do.       

Our regular meetings begin with a brief time in the word and prayer, and then we move on to other business.  Kris 

Hawk joins in for some early portion of our meeting so she can update us on pastoral placement and progress in the 

credentialing process.  The District Office continues to be incredibly helpful in gathering forms from pastors and/or 

ministerial candidates as well as doing other legwork to ensure that deadlines are met and accurate information is 

presented to our commission.  We have deep gratitude for the faithful labors of Kris and Julie as they help us perform 

our duties. 

Part of our work involves the planning of the Clergy/Spouse retreat so that our friends in ministry can have a couple of 

days to get away with their spouse.  This is a much-needed time for reconnection with our spouse, reconnection with 

others in the ministerial trenches and an opportunity for attaining some coveted continuing education.  This year’s 

event was held in person from Feb 14-16 with only 15 couples registered and 2 one day registrants.  The numbers were 

down quite a bit due to Covid concerns, but those who were able to attend enjoyed a rich and relaxing time together.  

We struggled to find a speaker who was willing to do in-person this past year, so we used it as an opportunity to learn 

from one another – taking advantage of hundreds of years of pastoral experience in the room to gain insight on 

questions/challenges we all face in ministry.  We had special breakout sessions for the spouses this year, and we 

received only positive feedback. 

Paul Bozman, the Ministry Education Director for our district, shared encouraging reports from BBI in each of our 

meetings.  We are so incredibly blessed to have a training program right here in our district that provides theologically 

sound training that is both low cost and readily available.  The Ministerial Commission is grateful for this training 

program and its effectiveness in equipping the saints for the work of ministry.  If you or someone you know is 

interested in more information, please contact the District Office.    

Those discussions often lead to the need for pastors, not only in our district but across the denomination.  Our most 

recent meeting again included time spent considering this current crisis.  We will be taking a fresh look at an 

opportunity by the name of “Calling the Called,” which can be helpful in ‘discernment, discipleship and direction’ for 

those who are interested in exploring God’s call on their life.  Want to talk more about what is perhaps a call to set-

apart ministry?  Contact us. 

Paul Bartholomew, Chair; Terry Baldwin, Vice Chair 

Steve Simmons, Secretary 

Ira Good, member   
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Buckeye Brethren Institute - Annual Report 

The Buckeye Brethren Institute has had another successful year this past year. We have had 3 new students 

join the program and we have had another 3 students complete the cycle of classes in the past 12 months. As 

a result, BBI is proud to recognize Chad Palmer, Dave Hobbs, and Mike Conner for this accomplishment.  

Do to the Covid-19 pandemic, all classes were taught via Zoom this year. During this time, the following 4 BBI 

courses were offered along with the statistics of each class: 

1) Teaching and Learning in the Church - Taught by Tina Hunt - 8 BBI students. 

2) History, Beliefs, and Practices of the Church of the Brethren - Taught by Paul Bozman - 6 BBI students and 

5 CEU auditing students. 

3) Biblical Interpretation - Taught by Paul Bozman - 4 BBI students. 

4) Introduction to Pastoral Care - Taught by Tina Hunt - 6 BBI students. 

Once again, BBI did not offer a practice of ministry day during this education cycle, but plan to offer at least 

one Practice of Ministry Day next year, as well as return to in-person classes. 

 

Financial Report for the Buckeye Brethren Institute 

Income 

Tuition ($25/BBI student/course)     $    600.00 

Scholarships ($50/BBI student/course - paid by SMF)   $ 1,200.00 

Application Fees ($50/new BBI student)    $    150.00 

Audits/CEUs ($25/student/course)     $    125.00 

Total Income         $ 2,075.00 

 

Expenses 

Ministry Education Director Stipend    $    600.00 

Instructor Stipends      $ 3,000.00 

Total          $ 3,600.00 

 

Net Profit/(Loss)         $(-1,525.00) 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Paul Bozman  

Pastor, Reading Church of the Brethren 

Ministry Education Director, Northern Ohio District  
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We made it! The university persevered and accomplished an entire academic year in-person with COVID-19 

precautions at the center of everything we did.  

 

The North Manchester campus offered COVID testing all year, several times a week, mostly for our NCAA 

athletes. Vaccine clinics were offered in nearby Wabash and on campus. We are grateful for our COVID 

response team who stayed on top of CDC and state mandates and recommendations as well as the many 

volunteers who helped with testing, supporting students in quarantine and isolation, and vaccination clinics. 

Manchester’s health sciences faculty, staff, and students were an asset. Professor Trent Towne drew upon his 

expertise in infectious diseases to advise Manchester on navigating a pandemic, and on matters of risk and 

safety for students, faculty and staff. Our health sciences hub in Fort Wayne reached out to health care 

professionals with a thank-you note and gift bag. Pharmacy students helped administer vaccinations all over 

the country and our current students gave vaccinations in northeast Indiana, including our own clinics. We 

are immensely proud of our students, faculty, and staff who kept love of neighbor at the forefront of their 

actions and helped us stay mostly healthy. 

 

In an effort to help our current and incoming students during the pandemic Manchester University offered a 

free tuition plan option in the fall of 2020 for incoming Indiana undergrads from families making $65,000 or 

less, froze tuition for the 2021-2022 academic year, eliminated the enrollment deposit for undergraduates 

and all pharmacy deposits for fall 2020 and 2021, and has offered some free courses to eligible students 

during the 2021 summer session. Many Manchester students also qualified for Higher Education Emergency 

Relief Funds. A remote learning pathway was offered to all pharmacy students for the 2021 semester. 

 

Through a difficult year Manchester University continued to accomplish great achievements. We were given 

the Fort Wayne Newspapers Readers’ Choice Award for Best College Spirit. We continue to be named one of 

the “Best in the Midwest” by The Princeton Review and were named among the top 25 “Best Colleges” in the 

Midwest by the U.S. News & World Report. 

 

Manchester University received a $1 million grant from the Charting the Future initiative from the Lilly 

Endowment Inc. to help launch a doctor of physical therapy program and named Dr. Bhupinder Singh as the 

founding program director. Our new nursing programs will be launched in the fall of 2021. Students can apply 

for the accelerated Bachelors of Science in Nursing (BSN) degree or a traditional BSN. 

 

Noteworthy speakers in our Values, Ideas and the Arts (VIA) programs were author Jean Thompson who 

wrote The Year We Left Home. Manchester joined in a statewide discussion with the author. Fort Wayne City 

Councilman and alumnus Glynn Hines kicked off our 50th anniversary celebration of AAFRO House (African 

Americans Forming Rightful Objectives) and was our Martin Luther King, Jr. Remembrance and Rededication 

Ceremony speaker. Carol Wise, executive director of the Brethren Mennonite Council facilitated a panel of 

folks for a Peace Week VIA exploring the intersections of religion and social justice. The Manchester 
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Symphony Orchestra under the direction of professor Debra Lynn presented the world premiere of Songs of 

the Islands orchestrations by Dominique Le Gendre and Lynn featuring our own Dr. Maegan Pollonais, mezzo-

soprano and Director of Student Diversity and Inclusion, along with guest artists-in-residence Jamie 

Chamberlin and Nathan Granner. 

 

Service continues to be important to the university and to religious life. Religious life was happy to host two 

of our blood drives this spring. The popular U Can Crush Hunger event puts area universities in friendly 

competition with one another to raise funds and non-perishable foods for the Community Harvest Food Bank 

in Fort Wayne. This year Manchester University won the competition collecting almost 35,000 pounds of 

food. 

 

The Radically Obedient Brethren Outreach Team (ROBOT), our worship travel team, planned, wrote, and 

recorded a virtual worship service to share with churches across the region. Last year 13 congregations across 

Indiana, Ohio, and Michigan hosted the team either in person (before we left campus) or virtually, tripling 

what we have typically offered. So far this year our recorded service has been sent to 8 churches. Let us know 

if you would like to use our recording this year! The Campus Interfaith Board and Peace Studies Department 

hosted Peace Week in April which culminated in our most successful Empty Bowls Fundraiser since the event 

was revitalized five years ago raising over $1,500 for the Poor People’s Campaign. The AAFRO House 50th 

anniversary committee hosted an outdoor concert during the event featuring music from students, faculty, 

staff, and friends. Simply Brethren, our Brethren student club, remained strong hosting many outdoor events 

including a popular campfire where we shared stories, songs, and poems about or written by Church of the 

Brethren peacemakers. 

 

The university also engaged in difficult discussions on race and diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI). Students 

lead the charge for a panel on the African American experience. The Office of Multicultural Affairs hosted a 

Tunnel of Oppression event allowing participants to see through the eyes of those experiencing oppression. 

The university administration hosted Zoom conversations with concerned students around DEI and the 

faculty and staff participated in a three-part training. This work is far from over and the university will 

continue to engage and work to be an institution that embraces and champions DEI initiatives. 

 

Plans are underway for PowerHouse Regional Youth Conference for Church of the Brethren senior high youth 

and their advisors tentatively scheduled for November 13-14, 2021 at Camp Mack. We hope your youth will 

join us! 

 

We are grateful for the many ways you support Manchester University and our students. As the university 

plans to reopen fully in the fall we still covet your prayers and will continue to hold you in ours. Thank you for 

your partnership in work and ministry. 
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